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for ppismed Jaffa oranges 

ONN, Feb. i (R). — Sfies of Israeli Jaffa oranges were 
in West Berlin todayaltfcough there has been no 

W ^ to West Germany. Health 

thoritiea in many Ear^W countries ordered urgent 
ecks on fruit sto&s after the discovery of poisoned 
ranges in HbUAnd and West. Germany. The Palestine 
. ews agency Wafa tod^y said Pales tini a n s bad nothing 

* ) do with the poisoning oflsraeli oranges sent to Eu- 

* Dpe. (See. story -page 6). 
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Knesset body ayes new fighter 

JERUSALEM, Feh. 1 (R). — A sub-comnuttee of the 
Knesset Security and Foreign Affairs Committee has re- 
commended that Israel go ahead with planning a new 
locally-designed and produced lighter aircraft. Proposals 
for a new plane, a more sophisticated aircraft than the 
Israeli-made Kfir fighter already in operation, have been 
under discussion for some time. The sub-committee rep- 
orted to the full committee today that planning for the 
new aircraft should be started now, as Israel could not 
afford to be dependent on outside sources for vital 
arms. The new plane, tentatively called the Arye Cion), 
would be the local equivalent of the American made 
F-i5 which Israel is buying from the U.S. 
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New anti - Sadat 
offensive drafted 
for Algiers summit 


^ ^ ^ IERS, Feb. I (R). — Plans 
■■aiij.a new offensive , against 
l* tt^rtl&n-lsraeU peace, moves 
" :u t cj drawn up today for the 
L ’;‘ >■' >oval of hardline Arab lea- 
who open , a summit confe- 

V !: : ’e in Algiers tomorrow. 

‘ informed sources said the 
v ":-‘osals, worked, out by fb- 
• ’ foreign ministers and a Pa- 
- 1 : V.-olan delegation, were ex- 
■f n.ed to provide for greater 
' :>/i.omic and military coopera- 
'.!-}£ between members of the 
f : -jradfastness Front.*’ 

’■ r-.-ie alliance, bitterly oppo- 
f-i to President Anwar Sadat's 
:1 ^.ative for peace with Israel, 
Algeria, Syria, South Ye- 
• ■ . JT. , the Libyans and the Pal- 
~*’ie Liberation Organisation. 

V ^ 'forts to increase support 
t^TSyria, regarded by the har- 

-, -^rs as the sole remaining 
-.^'ifrontatjon" neighbour of 
’■'.'•.el were a major topic at 
front's first summit in Tri- 
last December. 

‘ vrian President ' Hafez As- 
. was the first leader to ar- 
' . f - for the Algiers conferen- 
. In a brief airport statem- 
he said he was optimistic 
. “* the prospects for the sum- 

'■ Duth Yemen’s delegation ar- 
d shortly afterwards. It 
led by Mr. Abdul Fattah . 
" ail. Secretary General of. 

ruling National Liberation ' 
' " it and widelv regarded as 
'-' most powerful figure in the 
oeni leadership. ■ 

‘ LO -Chairman Yasser Arafat . 



s returns 



:w «MAN, Feb. 1 (JNA). — 

, s Highness Crown Prince 

- ssan and Hex Highness 
.. in cess Sarvath returned 
. re last night after a ten-. 

. y visit to the United Sta- 

His Majesty King 
' ssein welcomed the royal 
' jple on their arrival at 
; airport 

e . During bis stay the Crown 
- E ince met with a number 
. . top ranking American of- 
lals in Washington - and 
w York and discussed 
’’ th them the possibilities 
working out a research 
* ^gramme in Jordan in c o* 
eration. with American . in- 
^tutlons. 

On the ‘ return journey J 

“*s Highness met a number] 
v" officials In London to di- 
jss possible long-term co- 
• 1 eration with specialised 
■‘emational institutions in 
: e field of finance and 

- ins. 
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ANA, JNA 
iplit seen 

SRUT, Feh. X GO- — The . 
Tidal - Syrian Arab News 
ency (SANA) today dis- 
- buted its news bulletin 
r - newspapers here under 
: own name, rather than, 
■ntly with its Jordanian 
.unterpart, 

SANA and the Jordanian 
ws Agency (JNA) have 
en distributing a joint bu- 
tin for about a year, ere- 
'ing the Jordanian-Syrian 
•■ws . Agency (JSNA). This 
. towed die coordination of 
3 two" countries’ activities ■ 

. the various domains, in- 
.idihg the field of inform^ 
on. 

.There has been no Imme* 
ste official explanation 
t the split. Observers he- 
, however, noted that ..re-, 
’'•fans .between the two sta- 
became lukewarm over 
■esufcnt . . Anwar Sadat's , 
moves' towards Israel. 
r Syrian Foreign Minister. 
bduX/ : Haiib& Khaddam, ■ in 
totetview -with ' the. r Le* 
mere, magazine Al Hswa- 
.aa last vrecSc, said the Jor- 
'mian stand v was /.“inoom- - . 
^ben^bte.^ ; -v v • . U 


and the Libyan head of state, 
Cot Muammar Qadhafi, were 
due to arrive later. 

•' Algerian President Houari 
Boumedienne is expected to de- 
liver the opening address when 
the summit opens tomorrow in 
the luxury Aurassi Hotel over- 
looking the Bay of Algiers. 

Mr. Abdul Muhsin Abu Ma- 
izer, chief PLO representative 
at the foreign ministers’ talks- 
in which proposals for the su- 
mmit were framed, said the mi- 
nisters discussed moves going 
beyond the programme adopt- 
ed at the Tripob conference. 

He gave no details. The key 
provisions of a 10-point docu- 
ment drawn up in Tripoli were 
the formation of a mutual defe- 
nce pact and the -freezing of re- 
lations with Egypt. 

PFLP will attend 

In Beirut, Mr. Bassam Abu 
Sharif, a leader of the Popu- 

- Lax Front for the Liberation of 

- Palestine (PFLP), said that lea- 
ders of the Palestinian rejec- 
tion front will participate in the 
hardline summit in Algiers to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Abu Sharif said in a press 
statement that rejection front 
leaders would call for the for- 
mulation of practical program- 
mes for a "long-term confron- 
tation against the enemies of 
• the Arab masses in general and 
of the Palestinians in particul- 
ar." 1 

Mr. Abu Sharif said the, Pal- 
. estinian rejection front was st- 
riving to have a six-point ch- 
arter, adopted in Tripoli by co- 
mmando leaders last December, 
-included in new political and 
Organisational programmes. 

The six points, to be discu- 
ssed at a meeting of the Pales- 
tinian National Council (parli- 
. ament-in-exile) on March 13, 
reiterate rejection of U.N. Se- 
curity Council Resolution 242 
for a Middle East settlement 

They also oppose any negoti- 
ations with Israel and advo- 
cate the establishment of a Pa- 
lestinian state on "any libe- 
rated part of Palestine." 

Mr. Abu Sharif added that 
once the charter was adopted 
by the Palestinian National Co- 
uncil, the PFLP would partici- 
pate in the work of the PLO 
Executive Committee. 

The PFLP suspended its me- 
mbership of the executive co- 
mmittee in 1974 in protest aga- 
inst the committee’s policy to- 
wards a Middle East settlem- 
ent. 

According to the pro-Libyan 
Lebanese daily Al Safir, Iraq 
has called for the rejection of 
United Nations Resolution 242 
.and 338 and for the Palestin- 
ian commando movement to 
press ahead with its aim of es- 
tablishing a "democratic state 
on the whole of Palestine.” 

Informed sources have said 
that in Tripoli the Libyans se- 
cretly pledged $1 billion in 
aid to Syria and that a big co- 
nsignment of Soviet weapons 
was subsequently delivered 
there. 

Conference sources in Algiers 
said, the foreign ministers have 
also discussed ways of enlar- 
ging the hardline front 

Intensive diplomatic efforts 
failed to enlist Iraqi ' support, 
and the sources said the all- 
iance may now be looking to- 
■ wards the conservative leaders 
of Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 

The Saudis provide vital fi- 
nancial support to Egypt Ev- 
en their tacit support for the 
front would be an important 
boost for its efforts to destroy 
what it regards as an anti- 
Arab conspiracy engineered by 
the United States, Israel and 
Egypt. 

The sources said the heads 
of state may have to adopt an 
ambivalent strategy allowing 
them to step up their offensive 
against the current peace mo- 
ves, whiie not antagonising the 
more moderate Arab leaders. 

SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA 
TRADE 

ACCUSATIONS 

NAIROBI, Peb. I (R). — Etirio- 
pia said today that Somali for- 
ces, armed by NATO and other 
"reactionary" states,, had des- 
troyed one- of Its towns during 
a major battle in . the Ogaden 
war. 

. For its part, Somalia report- 
ed that Ethiopian, planes had 
kffled one person and wound- 
ed 14 in raids yesterday on So* 
mail border communities dose 
to" the undo wmrtr ant is east- 
ern Ethiopia. 



Cairo military talks 
adjourn, Weizman flies 
back to Israel today 

CAIRO, Feb. I (R). — Egyptian-Israeli military talks adjourned tonight with 
no indication of progress over the problem of Jewish settlements in Sinai 
which Israel wants to keep. The Egyptian military spokesman Maj.-Gen. 
Hassan Kateb, who announced the adjournment in a brief statement, said 
“There will be coordination between both sides to fix a date for next 
meeting.” 


US. Assistant Secretary of Stale Alfred Atherton (left) exchanges a Joke with Egypt’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Kamel (extreme right) during their talks Wednesday. UJ5. ambassador to 
Cairo, He rmann Filtie (3rd from left) and two unidentified officials look at them. (AP wirephoto] 

Downtown Beirut blast 
kills one, injures 17 


BEIRUT, Feb. 1 (R). — A gre- 
nade exploded in a crowded 
Beirut square today, killing one 
person and wounding 17 oth- 
ers, two of them seriously. 

Hospital sources, giving the 
casualty toll, said doctors we- 
re fighting for the lives of two 
of the injured. 

Eyewitnesses said the casual- 
ties were caused by a hand gren- 
ade which exploded on Martyrs’ 
Square. Ft had been tossed into 
a clothes shop and kicked out 
by an alert employee. 

The blast was the latest ».n 
a series of explosions since the 
Lebanese civil war ended 14 
months ago. 

Observers said the incident 
underlined the failure of att- 
empts to re-establish full secu- 
rity in a country whose politi- 
cal and social problems remain 
unsolved. The war here left an 
estimated 60,000 dead but no- 
ne of its underlying causes 
have been removed. 


The civil war truce is being 
policed by a 30,000-strong Ar- 
ab League peace force made 
up mainly of Syrian regulars 
who moved into the main com- 
bat zones in November. 1976 
to separate the combatants. 

Steel-helmeted Syrian tro- 
ops armed with automatic ri- 
fles and anti-tank grenade laun- 
chers sealed off the area, in 
the heart of Beirut's commer- 
cial district -- an area redu- 
ced to ruins by tens of thou- 
sands of shells during the war. 

There were no details on the 
motive for the attack. It follow- 
ed two explosions which cau- 
sed slight material damage in 
the square last night. 

Interior Minister Salah Sa- 
lman said in a radio interview 
“certain quarters" were inte- 
rested in foiling moves to es- 
tablish stability in Lebanon 
and reconcile the antagonists. 
He did not spell out the identity 


of those he believed respon- 
sible. 

Part of the 1975-76 fighting 
here was an Arab war by pro- 
xy, reflecting the differences 
between Egypt and Syria and 
their respective supporters at 
the time. Many Lebanese feel 
that inter-Arab differences will 
again be fought out here. 

Syrian Defence Minister Mu- 
stafa Tlas had talks on arrival 
here today from Damascus on 
security and military issues. 

Mr. Fuad Butros. his Leban- 
ese counterpart, told reporters 
after the 30-minute meeting 
that he took the opportunity 
to express aopreciation for ef- 
forts made by Syrian troops in 
Lebanon to re-esiablish security 
in the country. 

On his part, Maj.-Gen. Tlas 
said he hid also inspected Sy- 
rian forces and met with Brig. 
Victor Khoury, the Lebanese 
army commander. 


USSR, Cuba, Israel, E. Germany 
aiding Addis Ababa regime, 
visiting Eritrean leader says 


AMMAN, Feb. 1 (R). — An 
Eritrean leader today charged 
that the Soviet Union, Cuba, 
East Germany, and Israel were 
supporting Ethiopia against Er- 
itrean and Somali liberation 
forces fighting the Addis Aba- 
ba regime. 

Mr. ’Uthman Salah Sabbi, 
leader of the Eritrean Liberation 
Front Popular Liberation For- 
ces (ELF-PLF), who arrived in 
Amman yesterday on a visit la- 
sting a few days, told the Jor- 
dan News Agency the Soviet 
Union "recently intervened to 
supply Ethiopia’s regime with 
arms while Cuba brought in mi- 
litary forces and East Germany 
sent military experts." 

He said that Israeli planes 
were landing in Ethiopian air- 
ports with experts and military 
equipment on board. 

"We have recently noted that 
planes which bombed Eritrean 
and Somali towns were pilo- 
ted by Cubans and Israelis. 

This is because of a shortage 
in the number of Ethiopian pi- 
lots who have been liquidated 
by the Addis ' Ababa regime," 
he was quoted as saying. 

He charged that the Soviet 
Union was supporting Ethiopia 
because it tvanted to impose 
its domination on the outlets 
of the Red Sea and the Horn 
of Africa. 

"We have expected the Wes- 
tern countries, first and fore- 
most the United States, to su- 
pply us with arms to create a 
balance with the arms being fl- 
own Into Ethiopia by the So- 
viet Union and its allies. But 
the West gave no aid. probably 
because of the Zionist influen- 
ce and Zionist belief that Erit- 
rea’s independence would be a 
loss to Zionist influence in the 
Red Sea basin,’’ Mr. Sabbi ad- 
ded. 

On the possibility of a dpc- 
laration of Eritrean independe- 
nce. Mr. Sabbi said such a de- 
claration was exnected nnv mo- 
ment as the liberation movem- 
ents were in full control of 95 
per cent of F.ritrpnn territrirv 

He said he had been assured 
of recognition of independence 


by many Arab and African sta- 
tes. 

But Mr. Sabbi warned that 
there were obstacles which co- 
uld delay the declaration of in- 
dependence. He said that three 
movements were now fighting 
against Ethiopia and each con- 
trolled part of "the liberated 
territory. If independence is 10 
be declared now several govern- 
ments would be formed. 

"Our efforts are now being 
concentrated on unifying the 
three liberation movements, 
the Eritrean Liberation Front- 
Popular Liberation Forces (ELF- 
PLF), Eritrean Liberation Front- 
Revolutionary Council (ELF-RC) 
and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Eritrea," he ad- 
ded. 

Mr. Sabbi called on the Ar- 
ab countries to use their inf- 
luence and unify the three fro- 
nts. 

He said that during "16 years 
of fighting 70.000 martyrs have 
fallen and 400,000 Eritreans 
have taken refuge in Sudan. 
95 per cent of Eritrean territ- 
ory are liberated and Ethio- 
pian occupying forces only co- 
ntrol the capital Asmara, the 
Massawa port, Assab and Bar- 
er to." 

Mr. Sabbi complained that 
all that was received in finan- 
cial aid from the Arab states 
during 1977 amounted to 512 
million while Ethiopia received 
in military and financial aid 
some $1,000 million from the 


Soviet Union during the same 
period, 

Mr. Sabbi reiterated that 
Ethiopia was planning a large- 
scale offensive against Soma- 
lia and the Somali liberation 
forces fighting the Ogaden war. 

He said the Ethiopian regime 
was massing some 50,000 sol- 
diers for the attack which was 
also expected to include Erit- 
rea. 


Gen. Kateb said the Israeli 
delegation led by Gen. Ezer 
Weizman would return to Je- 
rusalem tomorrow. 

In his statement, Gen. Kateb 
said that during the talks both 
sides discussed "major issues” 
on the agenda, but gave no de- 
tails. 

The present round of talks, 
at which War Minister Gen. 
Mohammad Abdul Ghani Gam- 
ass i Jed the Egyptian delega- 
tion, began yesterday at Ta- 
hra palace near Cairo amid str- 
ingent security measures. 

Today, both sides held two 
meetings, details of which were 
not available and no press 
conference was held by either 
side. 

Analysts here believe the ta- 
lks were not likely to resume 
before two weeks, when Pre- 
sident Anwar Sadat completes 
his eight-nation tour which be- 
gins tomorrow. 

The tour includes important 
talks wrth President Carter at 
Camp David, Maryland, this 
weekend. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Alfred Atherton said to- 
day differences still remained 
between Egypt and Israel on 
restarting their stalled peace 
talks. 

Mr. Atherton was speaking 
to reporters after giving Eg- 
yptian Foreign Minister Ibrah- 
im Kamel Israel’s latest ideas 
on a declaration of principles 
for a Middle East peace settle- 
ment. the key to resuming poli- 
tical talks in Jerusalem. 

The assistant secretary bru- 
shed aside a question on whe- 
ther the gap between the two 
sides was wider now. 

"This thing of trying to mea- 
sure on a day-to-day basis wh- 
ether they are closer or further 
apart ... 1 think there are still 
differences to be overcome and 
that is the purpose of the ne- 
gotiating process which we are 
trying to help out," he said. 

Egypt is not prepared to go 
back to the talks in Jerusalem 
until there is agreement on a 
declaration of principles. 

Mr. Atherton said he dis- 
cussed with Mr. Kamel the id- 
eas he brought from his talks 
with Israeli leaders. 

He added Mr. Kamel gave 
him Egypt’s views on a draft 
declaration of principles "and 
we will be reflecting on this 
to see where we go from here." 

Following therr discussions, 
Mr. Atherton and Mr. Kamel 
had a one-hour meeting with 


President Anwar Sadat and 
Vice President Husni Mubarak 
who has just completed a 10- 
nation Middle East tour. 

A U.S. spokesman said they 
carried out a “broad review of 
the full range of issues Presi- 
dent Sadat will be discussing 


with President Carter this we- 
ekend." 

Mr. Sadat will also visit Mo- 
rocco. Britain, West Germany. 
Austria. Romania, France and 
Italy, to canvass support for 
his stand on a comprehensive 
Middle East settlement. 


Leftist Cairo paper calls 
for break with Israel 

CAIRO, Feb. 1 (R). — A new Egyptian leftwing newspaper 
today called for a halt to all contacts with Israel and urged 
re-opening a dialogue with the Soviet Union. 

The first issue of the weekly newspaper Al Ahali, organ 
of the small leftwing Unionist Progressive Party which has 
three members In the People’s Assembly (parliament), also 
appealed for Arab unity. 

The party opposed President Anwar Sadat’s decision to 
visit Israel last November and said the visit would "not add to 
the elements of Arab might and will on the contra ry we aken 
the Arab position and give Israel an opportunity to strengthen 
its intransigence.** 

Al AhaH said that “with the faltering steps of the visit’s 
aftermath,” it was time to try another approach. 

The paper suggested a five-point plan for Egypt to: Halt 
all talks and contacts with Israel, giving Israel time to “under- 
stand what it is unable to understand now as a result of its 
complex of might and arrogance”. 

— undertake another initiative to achieve Arab unity by brea- 
king all barriers between it and Arab countries either hostile 
or neutral towards Mr. Sadat’s Initiative. 

— reconsider its policy towards the Soviet Union, establish a 
dialogue and resolve accumulated differences. 

— play the role of “a mediator and peace force, not a deter- 

rent force” In Africa, which it could do better than any other 
country. , 

— establish a domestic policy of "mobilisatloc and developm- 
ent to build a sound and capable society to face all challenges:” 


Belgium urges gesture 
of peace from Israel 


BRUSSELS. Belgium, Feb. 2 
(AP). — The Belgian govern- 
ment has urged Israel to reco- 
gnize the right of the Pales- 
tinians to determine their own 
fate as a necessary step to- 
wards peace in the Middle 
East. 

That Israel accept the Pales- 
tinians' right to self-determin- 
ation. was stressed in a letter 


S. Yemeni troops said 
active in Eritrean conflict 


ISRAEL DENIES . . . 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
Feb. 1 (R). — Israel’s Def- 
ence Ministry today dismis- 
sed Mr. ’Uthman Saleh Sab- 
bi’s charges that Israeli pi- 
lots were bombing towns m 
Eritrea and Somalia. 

A ministry spokesman was 
referring to remarks, carried 
by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, which quoted statements 
made by the leader of the 
Eritrean Liberation Front - - 
Popular Liberation Forces. 


By Dan Connell 

NORTHERN ERITREA, Jan 
27 (delayed) (R). — Soviet 
and South Yemeni troops are 
taking an active part in the 
Ethiopian war to suppress the 
Eritrean bid for independence 
manning warships, artillery, and 
tanks, according to Ethiopian 
deserters. 

A high-ranking official of 
the Ethiopian martial law ad- 
ministration in Eritrea who de- 
fected recently to the rebels 
told me that Soviet crews had 
manned “Stalin Organs” -- 
BM-21 multiple rocket launch- 
ers - - during the fighting round 
the besieged port of Massawa. 
Two Soviet vessels had joined 
four Ethiopian ships in bom- 
barding guerrilla positions at 
Massawa, he said. \ 

“I saw them firing the BM- 
21’s without any Ethiopian as- 
sistance because they do not 
yet know how to use them,” said 
"the official, who has defected 
to the Eritrean People’s Libe- 
ration Front (EPLF). 

Tn generate interviews, Eth- 
ionian deserters and prisoners 
taken during the Massawa fi- 
ghting also told me without 
promoting that the Russians 
had been themselves firing ro- 
ckets. The Stalin Organs, used 
to deadlv effect bv Cuban for- 
ces in the Angolan civil war, 
can fire 40 rockets at one time 


The Ethiopian defectors also 
said that South Yemeni crews 
had driven Soviet-supplied T-54 
tanks into battle. 

The Ethiopian government 
has denied that any foreign tr- 
oops are taking part in the 
fighting against the Eritreans 
or Somali forces in the Ogaden 
Desert. 

The official, who is seeking 
political refuge was trea- 
ted as a guest by the gue- 
rrillas and did not appear to be 
under any coercion or pressure 
as he sat talking to me un- 
der a tree in the EPLF camp. 

There have been reports that 
the Russians are building na- 
val facilities on the Dahlak is- 
lands, off the Eritrean coast, 
and in Assab, which controls 
the narrow southern entrance 
to the Red Sea. 

“The Russians want the por- 
ts now that they’re out of Ber- 
bers .” the defecting Ethiopian 
official said. Berbera is in nor- 
thern Somalia where the Rus- 
sians maintained a naval base 
before they were ejected by 
the Somali government in 1977. 

As heavy Soviet arms suppli- 
es began last year to pour in- 
to Ethiopia, the Russian advi- 
sers and technicians followed 
in large numbers, the official 
said. 

At anv given time, there we- 
re at least 40 Soviet technici- 
ans in Massawa prior to the 


guerrilla assult on Dec. 21, in 
which the insurgents captured 
three-quarters of the city, he 
said. 

At that point, he added, all 
foreign military personnel, inc- 
luding South Yemeni troops as 
well as Russians, were evacu- 
ated in Soviet landing craft to 
the ships waiting offshore. 

Deserters say the Ethiopian 
army has lost the will to fight 
They also describe mass mur- 
ders of soldiers and civilians 
inside the besieged cities. 

The high-level official now 
with the guerrillas confirmed 
earlier reports of multiple ex- 
ecutions of dissident Ethiopian 
officers and soldiers in Nove- 
mber and said they were con- 
tinuing. 

"The deaths are caused by 
political cadres who spy on all 
of us, not by the army comm- 
anders, many of whom do not 
even approve of the war,” he 
said. 

The worst incident which the 
Ethiopian official said he kn- 
ew of was the killing of 260 
civilians in Massawa on Dec. 
14-15. 

"They killed man and women 
- - bar girls, municipal officials, 
drivers and anyone else they 
suspected of sympathising with 
the EPLF fighters,” said the 
official who cited this incident 
as the final development pro- 
mpting him to defect. 


by Belgian Foreign Minister 
Henri Simonet to his Israeli 
counterpart Mr. Me she Dayan. 

The contents of the letter 
were revealed by official sour- 
ces in Brussels yesterday. 

The letter, according to Bel- 
gian officials, said that it was 
in the interest of Israel to ap- 
prove of a homeland for the 
Palestinians and allow them to 
decide on its organisation. 

M. Simonet was said to In- 
sist that self-determination for 
the Palestinians was a necessa- 
ry condition for the acceptance 
by the Arab nations of a peace 
plan, which could then be ne- 
gotiated to give Israel the ne- 
cessary security guarantees. 

M. Simonet warned that the 
wishes of the Palestinian peo- 
ple could not be further disre- 
garded and that the time had 
come to face the problem he- 
ad or_ 

For M. Simonet, the hopes 
raised by the Sadat-Begjn me- 
etings must be followed by a 
spirit of compromise taking in- 
to account the reality of the 
situation : The Palestinian pro- 
blem. 

M. Simonet was reported as 
urging a further gesture from 
Israel, insisting such a gesture 
would not endanger the future 
of the Israeli state. 

He also insisted that a peace 
settlement be based on the 
UN.- Security Council resolu- 
tions requesting evacuation of 
occupied territories. 

M. Simonet is said to beli- 
eve the Israelis had been un- 
happy about this letter. 

He also said he had decided 
to address himself alone to 
Mr. Dayan after the nine Eu- 
ropean Community members 
had failed to agree on a joint 
reaction to recent developmen- 
ts in the Middle East. 

Not long before M. Shnonetis 
letter was forwarded to the Is- 
rael government, it was learn- 
ed in Brussels that Jordan had 
urged the nine to make some 
gesture to encourage a peace 
settlement in the Middle East. 
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No change in 
the bottom line 

Nobody can pretend that Jordan today is a regional 
business centre. Nevertheless a number of foreign 
companies have established offices here, and there 
are operations based in Jordan which are regional in 
nature. 

Yet as the survey conducted by two professors at 
the University of Jordan and published on this page 
today shows, those companies who are here are less 
than universally satisfied with the conditions under 
which they are operating. 

We presume that the government is serious in its 
intentions about building Jordan into a regional bu- 
siness centre. We acknowledge that the government 
is working towards alleviating the problems but we 
are concerned that right down there, at the end of 
the balance sheet, the bottom line is not showing 
much change. 

Of course the Telecommunications Corporation is 
doing something about telephones and telex lines. 
But how many people are still waiting for telephones? 

Of course the Ministry of Supply is doing some- 
thing about the cost of living. But all its efforts on 
controlling food prices and restaurant prices are not 
going to make much inroads in the cost of living for 
expatriates while their expenses are dominated by the 
cost of housing and office accomodation in the 
capital. 

Of course rents have come down recently. But 
down from what to what ? If rents in 1976 rocketted 
to six times their 1974 levels and have n,ow come 
down to only four times their 1974 levels does that 
make them cheap today? - 1 

It is going to take more than good intentions and 
a few palliatives to really change the bottom line. 

At the end of the day Jordan’s success in becom- 
ing a regional business centre will depend on how 
courageous people in authority are today in getting 
to grips with the situation and making Jordan more 
attractive for the internationally oriented business- 
man tomorrow. 

The specifics of what needs to be done are obvio- 
us from the survey by Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber and Dr. 
Fawzi Ghareibeh. What actually is done will be a 
measure of officialdom's real desire to build an inter- 
national business centre here against paying the idea 
lip service. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


AL RAT, on Wednesday, said His Majesty King Hussein’s 
surprise visit on Sunday to the Baq’a refugee camp was fol- 
lowed up on Tuesday with another meeting with a delegation 
from refugee camps. King Hussein explained to these, the people 
of the Palestinian cause, Jordan’s viewpoint on the cause and 
he stressed the country’s determination to realise Arab solida- 
rity. As far as the Palestinian issue is concerned, His Majesty 
clarified the bases upon which a solution must be established. 
He said a comprehensive and just peace based on the return of 
occupied territories, including Jerusalem, to their Arab owners 
and the guarantee of Palestinian self-determination must be 
afforded. 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

and 

THE JORDAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

present 

A lecturer on Air Pollution by Dr. Adil Jarar, 
President of the Jordan Chemical Society. 
At 17:30 today at the British Council Centre. 
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New survey by university 
professors probes attitudes 
of foreign companies here 


The Dean of the Faculty of Commerce and 
Economics at the University of Jordan Dr. Kamel 
Abu Jaber, and his deputy Dr. Fawzi Gharaibeh 
have finalised a study on the difficulties and 
expectations of foreign companies in Jordan. We 
publish below a summary of their findings which 
first appeared in Wednesday’s Al Ra'i Arabic daily. 


The study included a descri- 
ption of the situation of these 
companies from their date of 
establishment until the end of 
the year 197S. It also included 
the comments and observations 
by these companies on the fa- 
cilities and services which they 
receive from the Jordanian go- 
vernment. 

The study has shown that 
many of these companies, alth- 
ough registered at the Minis- 
try of Industry and Commerce, 
have no actual existence in 
Jordan. 

It was discovered through 
the study that 50 of the foreign 
companies are European, 34 
American, four Lebanese and 
the rest are from different other 
countries. 

The main interests of these 
companies are in the fields of 
commerce, marketing, electro- 
nic industries, engineering and 
contracting, medical services, 
and insurance services. 

The main regional headquar- 
ters of 88 per cent of these 
companies is in Jordan and 
they serve the whole area. 

Reasons for choosing Jordan 

For 69 per cent of the com- 
panies their choice of Jordan 
was influenced by the unstable 
Lebanese situation, 62 per cent 
because of political stability in 


Jordan, 54 per cent because of 
the geographical situation, 46 
per cent because of the law for 
registration of companies in 
Jordan, 31 per cent because of 
a number of facilities, 27 per 
cent because of the weather, 
15 per cent because of the free 
economic system, and 15 per 
cent, because of the contracts 
with the gov eminent. 

62 per cent of the companies 
wculd prefer Beirut to be their 
centre, 35 per cent prefer Am- 
man, 38 per cent prefer Amman 
as second choice after Beirut, 
eight per cent prefer Amman 
to Beirut 

Difficulties facing foreign 
companies 

54 per cent of the compa- 
nies face difficulties because of 
the lack of suitable secreta- 
ries, 38 per cent because of the 
lack of skilled workers, 35 per 
cent because of a shortage of 
middle level management in 
Amman, 27 per cent because 
of difficulties in locally emplo- 
ying senior management, 23 per 
cent because of labour costs, 19 
per cent because of the low le- 
vel of production. 

Wages problems : 

19 per cent of the compa- 
nies consider the wages here 


Jordan Times to publish 
series of supplements 

AMMAN, Feb. 1 (JT). — The Jordan Times will publish a ser- 
ies of special supplements throughout 1978 orientated towards 
business and industry, it was announced here today. The Jor- 
dan Times has already developed a reputation for detailed 
coverage of business news from both the private and govern- 
ment sectors, within Jordan. 

All the supplements will be supported by advance publi- 
city in the Jordan Times and its Arabic sister publication A! 
Ra’i. There will be extra print runs of the paper, on the days 
that supplements are published, to meet the increased circula- 
tion demand. Many of the supplements will be distributed by 
Jordanian embassies abroad and by ministries in Amman. 

The Jordan Press Foundation, publishers of the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra'i have assigned responsibility for marketing 
and producing these supplements to Middle East Communica- 
tors, a Jordanian Public Relations and Advertising consultancy. 

A total of 44 supplements will be produced on behalf of 
the Jordan Times between Feb. 25th and Dec. 30th. 

The supplements are to be the same size as tee regular 
Jordan Times newspaper and will be an integraj/part of the 
daily paper. For technical reasons advertising /space in each 
supplement will be limited to a maximum of six pages. All 
supplements will include in-depth reports written by experts 
on the subjects being featured. 

The supplements are designed to give advertisers the op- 
portunity to reach key decision makers in government, busi- 
ness and industry within the context of special features of 
relevant interest to them. 

The advertising rates for the supplements are to be sli- 
ghtly higher than the normal rates in the paper. A full page 
will cost JD 275, half page JD 150, and a quarter page JD 
82.500 for the inside pages. 

There will be surcharges for special positions. 

The first supplements will be published on Feb. 25th and 
March 4th and will be a two part report on Jordanian Banking 
and Finance. 

On March 1 1th. a supplement on Tourism will be publish- 
ed and on March 18th. a supplement on Hotels and Restaura- 
nts. On March 28th. there will be a supplement on Airports 
and Aviation. 

Other supplements planned for later in the year include 
Aqaba Port and Shipping, Telecommunications, Office mach- 
ines and equipment, Jordanian Industry and Exports, Trade, 
Construction, Industrial Technology, the Jordan Valley, Jordan 
R5 a Regional Business Centre and Five Year Plan Review. 

All advertising for the supplements must be booked thro- 
ugh Middle East Communicators. Details of editorial contents 
and advertising rates and conditions are available from them 
at P.O. Box 327 or telephone 42928. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Starting tonight mid farffag through Saturday. The Girl in 
the Ffr emflan Slip wig be showing at the Jordan Theatre on Jabal 
Luwefbdeh at &0© every evening. The show is presented by the 
American Woman of Amman and tickets are available from JM 
Boutique, Gi Rho Ma Music School, Interdesign (all to the New 
Insurance Bldg, Jabal Amman) and at tiu* door, 

At the British Council, a lecture by Dr. AdU Jarar wQl iStmwqi 
the contemporary problem of air poUntion and Its various solu- 
tions. The lecture begins at 5:30. 

The Friends of Archaeology are holdin g their «n«™i Dinner 
P anring Party tonight- Tickets are available at the Goethe Ins- 
titute as well as applications for anyone Interested En becoming 
a member. 


lower than in their home coun- 
tries, 46 per cent find wages 
similar to their countries, 31 
per cent find wages more than 
double what they pay in their 
home countries. 

Housing problems: 

58 per cent of the companies 
faced problems in housing their 
directors, 49 per cent faced 
problems in housing their em- 
ployees. and 38 per cent had 
a problem finding offices. 

The companies pay between 
JD 1,000 - 6.000 annual rent on 
their offices. 38 per cent of 
them pay JD 2,000-4,000, 20 
per cent pay more than JD 
4,000. 

Communication facilities 

All the companies have a pro- 
blem of delay in telephone in- 
stallations. 23 per cent of them 
had to wait from three to 10 
months to have a telephone line 
connected. 31 per cent had to 
wait less than three months. 
Four per cent waited 18 mon- 
ths 

Airport facilities 

73 per cent say the find the 
airport facilities in Jordan 
good, but the flights to the 
Gulf are not frequent enough 
and are at bad times. 


Cost of Hvtog 

Four per cent of the compa- 
nies consider that the cost of li- 
ving Is similar to their own co- 
untries, 11 per cent think it is 
higher and 42 per cent that it 
is twice as high. 88 per cent 
agreed it is higher than in their 
own countries. 


Government procedures 

92 per cent of the companies 
said that they find the govern- 
ment procedures are unneces- 
sarily complicated they. 

69 per cent think that esta- 
blishing personal relationships 
with government employees 
makes things easier for them. 
One third of ail the foreign 
companies in Jordan think that 
giving "gifts" to government 
employees Is necessary to ma- 
ke things easier, 61 per cent 
said they did not give gifts. 

Three quarters of the com- 
panies think that Amman is 
the best place for the foreign 
companies to have their regio- 
nal offices for the Middle East 
19 per cent disagree. 

At the end of the study the 
two university professors gave 
recommendations on how to at- 
tract more foreign companies 
to come here. 



Jordan’s recurring and 
development 
for 1978 total JD 85m. 

AMMAN, Feb. X (JNA)_ — A royal decree m Issued approvtre 
the state budget law for 1978. 

The cabinet earlier approved the budget during a meeting 
dialled by Prime Minister Mndar Bantam on Wednesday 

afternoon. 

Minister of Finance Mohammad Dabbaa lamed a comma, 
nlque In which be stated that the total Income tocrease bi tbs 
1978 budget amounted to about JD 45 mfl» on, a percentage 
Increase of 1X5 per cent. But the tocrease on local Income h 
estimated to touch a percentage of 205 per cent. 

Mr. Dabbaa went on to say that currant expenditure w«s 
expected to Increase by JD 37 mUUon, or 1 JSj per rent; wife 
recurring development budgets for X978 totalled JDSg 
JD 70 minion last year, a 21-5 per cent Incretj* 
Estimate of (ho deficit is 1978 budget did not exceed that ef 
last year which was JD 15 mHUon, be ad de d. 


Potash project could 
yield 25'/. annual profit 


AMMAN, Feb. 1 (JNA). — The 
Director General of the Arab 
Potash Combany Mr. All Kha- 
sawneh returned home from the 
United States of America to- 
day after a three- week work- 
ing visit. 

He said upon arrival that the 
purpose of the visit “was to ev- 
aluate the economic advantages 
of the potash project". 

A meeting held in Pasadena 
by World Bank, the U.S. Agen- 
cy for International Developme- 
nt and Jacobs Engineering Inc., 
the advisory company for the 
potash project, decided that 


the project win show 25 per 
cent annual profit if the cap}, 
tal investment for the proj «£ 
is met by share issues and Ij 
per cent if it is covered by fe 
axis. 

Mr. Khasawneh said that 
the potash project will cost 
$420 million. The project will 
produce around 1,200,000 tbs 
of potash annually. 

On his way to the U.S. Mr 
Khasawneh visited London ofc. 
ere be discussed with a non. 
ber of institutions the possSbl- 
Hty of their raising finance fa 
the project 


Ministry of Supply acts to cut cost 
of dining out in Jordanian restaurants 


By Ian KeHas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN, Feb. 31. — As from 
today it should be anything 
from five to 40 per cent chea- 
per to eat out in Jordan than 
it has been till now. 

This was the estimate of Mr. 
Yousef Ann an I, Administrative 
Manager at the Ministry of 
Supply based on the new price 
controls effected by the Mini- 
stry on all restaurants. Mr. 
Annani spoke to the Jordan Ti- 
mes while a long stream of ra- 
‘ tiier distraught restaurant own- 
‘ ers filed into his office today to 
have their price lists officially 
stamped. 

It has already been decreed 
that shops must display their 
prices dearly; now It is obli- 
gatory for restaurants to put 
up a menu showing prices as 
they have been fixed by the 
Ministry of Supply (These vary 
according to restaurant classi- 
fication -- from five stars 
down to one). 

One restaurant proprietor 
told the Jordan Times that If 
prices were enforced as the Mi- 
nistry has decreed them, all 
that he will be able to do is to 
lock the door and give up his 
business. He gave examples of 
the impact the new decree has 
had on a two-star establish- 
ment. The price of a Pepsi has 
been halved (from 150 fils to 
75). Shuqaf (a meat dish) which 
he claims costs 600 fils to buy 
from the butcher must sell now 
in his restaurant at 700 fils 
whereas before today it was 
priced at 900 fils. The price of 
a cup of Nescafe has been sla- 
shed from 350 fils to 100. 

The proprietor d aimed that 
the ministry does not know 
what it costs to run a hstau- 
ranL His rent alone he said 
was JD 2,500 a year. On top 
of that he has to pay the sala- 
ries of 15 employees. 

Complaints 

Mr. Annani admitted that 
there had been complaints 
about the price decree -- par- 
ticularly from the "luxury” 
restaurants. He said that pri- 
ces fixed by the ministry “we- 
re not taken from, the Koran” ; 
and “We must be flexible”. 
Speaking not just about restau- 
rant prices but all price con- 
trols, he went on: “We have 


opened the door for appeals". 

His department would be 
studying special cases and has 
already decided to permit per- 
centage Increases on the basic 
prices for restaurants providing 
entertainment, musicians, sing- 
ers and dancers. 

Prices on essential commodi- 
ties were fixed by the govern- 
ment even before the Ministry 
of Supply came into existence 
in 1974. But the range of price 
controls has been extended si- 
nce then a good deal and now 
covers not just wheat, flour, 
sugar and rice but also things 
like oil-based products (petrol 
etc.) cement, vegetables, fruit 
and meat - - what Mr. Annani 
called “basic materials”. 

It is easy enough for the 
ministry to control the price 
of sugars rice and wheat for In- 
stance because/it has a mono- 
poly over importing those co- 
mmodities. Over chicken im- 
ports it does not, and so while 
it fixes its own prices it allows 
private importers to charge 
what they Uke. 

Profit calculated 

Studies are conducted at the 
department into costs and a 
certain permissible margin of 
profit is calculated. This varies 
of course depending on wheth- 
er the commodity Ls highly pe- 
rishable or not and so on. If 
it is felt necessary to stabilize 
prices a decree is issued and 
advertised in the media some 
time before it comes into ef- 
fect 

The warning period has on 
occasion been as short as one 
night Ramadan is a critical 
month when demand on meat 
for instance is exceptionally 
high and emergency price regu- 
lations are liable to be de- 
creed. 

In Amman alone there are 
no fewer than 55 price inspec- 
tors (and a further 10 quality 
control officers), who patrol 
from shop to shop in a 12 hour 
service. They do not wear uni- 
forms and Mr. Armani spoke 
of “very severe punishments” 
for offenders. 

It Is of course permissible to 
sell at below the government 
prices -- but Mr. Annani belie- 
ved that would not be easy 
except perhaps in fruit and ve- 
getables. The ministry's offi- 
cials fix those prices at the 



KITCH&t 

SHEMISANI Tel . 62600 

NEXT TO 'Bouquet' FLORIST 

Large assortment of 
kitchen utensils, household items & gifts 
HOME DELIVERY POSSIBLE 



TO LET 


TO LET 

Apartment to a vary quiet quarter, near Third Circle, Jabal 
Amman, nwwWfag of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a 
spacious ban, a room and sitting room, open verm- 

dab, one kitchen, spacious garden with central heating. 


Two-bedroom garden fled (with telephone), 
fully furnished and centrally heated, located 
near Zahran Post Office, Jabal Amman. 

Ring up telephone No. 41641 between 2.*00-4;00 p.m. 


Phone: 23600, Mr. Khader. 


main Amman and Irbid whole- 
sale markets on a day to day 
basis. 

Prices on other commodities 
are to be reviewed at least an- 
nually. But the prices of the 
materials imported by the mi- 
nistry itself are kept fixed for 
as long as possible. Mr. Anna- 
ni cited the example of lamb, 
which he said had remained at 


JD1 per kilo for three yew 
There are no wage control 
corresponding to those on prl 
ces at present. Because it I 
located in an oil-rich regia 
there are heavy constraints e 
Jordan to leave these flezftli 
But so long as that is the ca 
the attempt to tie down inflt 
tion with legislation will n 
main partlaL 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM 
OF JORDAN 


MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
AQABA PORT DEPARTMENT 
AQABA — JORDAN 


INVITATION TO CONSULTANTS 

FOR PREQUALIFICATION 

Aqaba Port Department requires the services 
of a West German consultant firm for : 

a) Training Centre 

The establishment of a Fort Training Centre 
in an existing building for the training of 
Deckmen, Winchmen, Foremen, Teleclerks, 
sorting clerks, shed masters, winch drivers, 
Forklifts and crane drivers, and equipment 
mai ntenanm mechanics and electri cians . 

The consultant will advise and prepare 
specifications for the type of furniture, 
equipment and models which may be re- 
quired for the school. He will also advise 
and supply the required number of instruc- 
tors for schooL 

b) Berth Maintenance Expert 

The consultant will provide advice regard- 
ing the maintenance of piles in the existing 
berths either by cathodic or other means of 
protection. He will also train the port tech- 
nical staff for the maintenance and light 
repairs of piles and deck slabs. 

c) Organisation Expert 

The consultant will advise regarding the 
coordination between the port management 
and the maritime establishment (which & 
concerned with the handling of cargo inside 
the port) and also a suggested organisation 
for the possible amalgamation of the two 
bodies. 

The consultants will produce evidence of their 
previous experience regarding the above terms, 
outline details of staff who might be employed 
and of their financial standing. 

. The prequalification documents . must reach 
Aqaba Fort Dept. Aqaba/Jordan P.O. Box (H5) 
not later than March 1, 1978. 

Copies, of the prequalification documents must 
simultaneously reach Kreditanstalt Fur Wife, 
deraufbau, Frankfurt am Main D-6 .Pahtiengar- 
tenstrasse 5/9, West Germany. 
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National News Roundup 


, tiacess Haya 


TV set to Aqaba hospital 


* «* ■ 

. MMAN, Feb. I' (JNAVr^ Her Highness Princess Haya has 
,r .resented a colour television set as a gift to Princess Haya Hos- 
Jital in Aqaba. ' : v - 


5LS 


Education seminar ends 


Feb. 1 (JNA). V- The -three-day seminar on education- 
supervision, heldby tbe Ministiy of Education, concluded its 
p^T^ueetings here today. The. seminar discussed the importance of 
uii familiarising teachers with' die principles of educational supervi- 
sion, aa a basic part in the educational process. 

^ Talhouni meets Libyan envoy 

MMAN, Feb. 1 (JNA). — The Speaker of the Upper House, 
ahjat Talhouni received in his office today the Libyan ambass- 
p^jjdor to Jordan. 

«•;, Arab chambers of commerce, industry and 
a 1 gricn|toe to meet In Amman 

:: c t e \MMAN, Feb. 1 (JNA). — .The forty-fifth session of the Gene- 
" I 'il Union of inter-Arab Chambers of Commerce, Industry and 
a B7! ^ griculture will be held here. It will discuss working papers on 
ncreasing volume of trade, industrial and agricultural exchanges 
V ’UKi facilitating the transit of goods among Arab countries. The 
preparatory committee held its first meeting today. The Secreta- 
•nvav Y General of the Union is Dr. Burhan Ai Dajani. 

Tree planting begins in Ma’an 

:.-.,*,'^flA , AN, Feb. 1 (JNA). — 4,000 forestry saplings were planted 
.-.ini^t-oday in an area allocated for the silver jubilee forest north 
*sf the town.. The forest area is 140 dunums and some 14,000 
rees will be planted. The governor of Ma’an appealed to co- 
in trymen to preserve and tend to the trees as a national wealth. 
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Amman Stock Exchange Report 







Cuba bids for Third World- 
especially African-leadership 


Jor danian Soviet delegations discuss 
bilateral tourism 

AMMAN, Feb. I (JNA). — A meeting was held Tuesday even- 
ing between Jordanian and Soviet delegations to discuss tour- 
ist relations between the two countries. The Director General of 
Tourism Michael Hamameh said the two sides reviewed tourism 
relations and development and agreed on increasing mutual vi- 
sits through tourism and travel agencies. They also discussed 
possibility of promoting youth visits between the two countries, 
bearing in mind that the Olympic Games will be held in Moscow 
in 1980. 


Cuba has sent its soldiers, doctors, bunders to various parts 
of the world «- especially Africa -- in a bid for Third World 
leadership. Here is a report on the Cuban presence compiled 
from information collected by Associate d Press bureaus around 
the worM and written by a veteran correspondent in Africa, 
who has fo Bowed Cuba’s baBcftrp hi that part of the work!. 


By Larry Heinzerling 

(AP) — Cubans are fighting 
wars in black Africa, breed- 
ing bulls and building roads 
in Asia and waging a low- 
key campaign to win influen- 
ce among their Caribbean ne- 
ighbours. 

The island nation’s cam paign 

for Third World leadership 
with Africa replacing Latin 
America as its top priority 
-- mixes the gospel of socia- 
lism with a flood of soldiers, 
doctors and other technical 
advisers. 

Cuba's largest presence ab- 
road is in Africa where an 
estimated 27,000 Cubans, mo- 
stly soldiers, operate in 16 
countries. 

President Fidel Castro also 
has dispatched his “internati- 
onal builders brigade” to Vi- 
etnam and is wooing friends 
in Jamaica in the Caribbean 
and Guyana on South Ame- 
rica’s northeast coast. 

Aside from soldiers, the br- 
igade resembles in many ways 
the U.S. Peace Corps. It inc- 
ludes everything from teache- 
rs, basketball coaches and do- 
ctors to construction workers 
and dance instructors, often 
followed by propaganda mov- 
ies and the government news 
agency, Prensa Latina. 

In Vietnam, Cuba has ope- 
ned a bull-breeding centre no- 
rthwest of Hanoi, built a hos- 
pital in central Binh Tri Pro- 
vince and constructed a 50- 
km. highway southwest of Ha- 
noi linking industrial and ag- 
ricultural areas. 

The Vietnamese government 
recently awarded friendship 
medals to 20 Cuban experts 
for their contribution to war 
reconstruction. 

In the Caribbean, Cubans 
in Jamaica have built an ag- 
ricultural school for 500 stu- 
dents outside Kingston, have 
a micro-dam project in the 
works, are training construct- 
ion crews and providing tech- 
nical assistance in sports, sci- 
ence, tourism, mining and ag- 
riculture. ■ . 

In Guyana, a brigade of doc- 
tors has been working in Ge- 
orgetown and remote areas 


of the interior. Cuban experts 
in Georgetown are also in 
charge of the shrimp fleet, 
training Guyanese in Ashing. 

Elsewhere in the region, Cu- 
ba is the main supporter of 
the Puerto Rican independen- 
ce movement. Informed sour- 
ces in Puerto Rico -- a UJS. 


ry advisers in Zambia to train 
black nationalist guerrillas fi- 
ghting in neighbouring Rhode- 
sia. The report vras called 
“complete rubbish” by Joshua 
Nkomo, Leader of the Zimbab- 
we African Peoples Union, who 
visited Havana last year. 

Cubas largest presence in 
Africa is still in Angola, the 
former Portuguese colony 
where an expeditionary force 
of 19.000 soldiers and 4,000 
civilian -advisers are backing 
tire Marxist government aga- 
inst two guerrilla nationalist 
movements. 

Cuba’s most recent major 


American and other sources give the following estimated 
breakdown of the Cuban presence in Africa: 

ALGERIA, 35 medical aides. 

ANGOLA, 19,000 military phis 4JM0 civilian advisees. 
BENIN, 10 to 20 security advisers: 

CAPE VERDE, 10 to 15 meffical aides; 

CONGO, 300 mOttary plus 100 to 50 technicians. 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA, 300 to 400, about half mffltary 
advisees. 

ETHIOPIA, 2,500 ndUtazy and medtcaL 
GUINEA, 300 to 500, mostly military advisers. 
GUINEA-BISSAU, 100 to 200, two-thirds of them m&ttary 
advisers. 

LIBYA, 100 to 125 military advisers. 

MADAGASCAR, 30 mffitary advisers. 

MOZAMBIQUE, 600 to 750, of whom 150 axe technicians: 
SAO TOME and PRINCIPE, 75 to 80 medical aides; 

SIERRE LEONE, 100 to 125 mffitary advisers. 

TANZANIA, 350 to 500, mostly technicians. 

UGANDA, possibly 25 mffitary men. 

ZAMBIA, about 75 mattery men reported advising Rhodesian 
guerrillas. 


commonwealth -- are convinc- 
ed that Havana is the main 
financial backer of the pro- 
independence Puerto Rico So- 
cialist Party. 

Some of the islands of the 
Caribbean are seeking indepe- 
ndence and Cuba is believed 
to be seeking influence in th- 
ose areas through political 
parties rather than violent re- 
volution. 

Cuba’s involvement in Afri- 
ca was capped last March by 
a tour by Mr. Castro to So- 
malia, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Mo- 
zambique and Angola. Its role 
in Africa has widened since. 

Last month, a soldier whom 
Somalia identified as one of 
an estimated 2.500 Cubans su- 
pporting Ethiopian forces was 
captured by ethnic Somali in- 
surgents in the Ogaden Reg- 
ion of eastern Ethiopia. 

Also last month, western 
diplomats in Lusaka reported 
the recent arrival of an esti- 
mated 50 to 75 Cuban milita- 


commrtment is to Ethiopia, 
whose leftist regime is fight- 
ing at least two guerrilla mo- 
vements. Cuban troops are 
reported to be flying into Et- 
hiopia from Angola and Hava- 
na aboard Soviet-made IL-26 
jet transports to prepare for 
a counter-offensive against 
Somali-backed rebels in the 
Ogaden area. 

Angola, Ethiopia and Zam- 
bia are only three of the 16 
African states where Cuba is 
reported training armies, gro- 
wing coffee, running hospitals, 
building schools and establish- 
ing state security systems. 

Mr. Castro also provided mi- 
litary advisers to South Ye- 
men to support insurgent ac- 
tivities against neighbouring 
Oman. Oman crushed the reb- 
ellion. 

Virtually all of Cuba’s sol- 
diers overseas are irf Africa, 
and' it is Africa which Mr. 
Castro has apparently chosen 
as a battleground in his bid 


for Third World leadership, 
with the blessing and funding 
of the Soviet Union. 

“African blood flows thro- 
ugh our veins,” Mr. Castro sa- 
id more than a year ago. “We 
are not only a Latin Ameri- 
can nation, we are a Latin 
African nation.” 

Cuban blood has spilled in 
Angola, where thousands of 
Cuban troops helped Presid- 
ent Antonio Neto and his Po- 
' pular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola defeat twe 
other nationalist armies back- 
ed by the United States and 
South Africa. 

U.S. officials in Washington 
say 500 to 600 Cuban soldiers 
have been killed in clashes with 
anti-government forces. Some 
political observers regard An- 
gola as a potential Cuban Vi- 
etnam since one of the defe- 
ated factions, Jonas Savimbi’s 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, is st- 
ill fighting a guerrilla war In 
the southern part of the co- 
untry. 

The Cubans are not univer- 
sally embraced in black Afri- 
ca. Such conservative leaders 
as President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny of the Ivory Coast fear 
communist expansion. 

Stories of the ‘‘ugly Cuban” 
also are beginning to surface. 

“Go boil this water again,” 
one Cuban was heard shout- 
ing at a waiter at a cafe in 
Bissau, capital of Guinea-Bis- 
sau, last year. ‘You want us 
to get rick with this African 
water?” 

There are persistent althou- 
gh unconfirmed reports of HI 
feeling betwen Cuban soldiers 
and Angolan troops who rese- 
nt taking orders from outsid- 
ers. 

The Cubans have suffered 
some setbacks in Africa hi the 
last decade. 

They befriended the leftist 
regime as Kwame Nknnnah 
of Ghana who was toppled by 
a coup in 1966. The new gov- 
ernment expelled Cubans, Ru- 
ssians and all other commu- 
nist bloc diplomats for a per- 
iod. 

In 1968, the Congo govern- 
ment hi Brazzaville expelled 
most of several hundred Cub- 
ans there charging they medd- 
led in the nation's internal af- 
fairs. They are now back. So- 
malia expelled the Cubans la- 
st year after it became evi- 
dent they were also support- 
ing Ethiopia. 
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50PEC members meet 
to resolve crude oil 
price differentials 

GENEVA, Feb. 1 (AP). — Minis ters and their aides from five members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries met here today to try to 
resolve their differences over pricing different varieties of crude oil. Though 
the economic impact of any decision here would be small, conference dele- 
gates said it was significant that the meeting was held at all. 

tour OPEC members along OPEC headquarters. Mr. Yama- ing surplus meant that the few 


the Gulf -- Iran, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait -- have 
been squabbling for more th- 
an a year, charging one ano- 
ther with shaving these price 
differentials to keep sales ste- 
ady at a time when non-OPEC 
oil sources in Alaska, the Nor- 
th Sea and Mexico have crea- 
ted a glut on the market. 

Last July, Venezuela offered 
to mediate the dispute. Vene- 
zuela’s min ister, Hernandez 
Acosta, is leading the meeting 
here. 

The meeting took place amid 
tight security. In addition to 
the meeting site in a luxury 
hotel -- which costs S660 a 
day -- OPEC has booked two 
floors of the hotel for the three 
dozen participants. 

Security was tight enough to 
lure Ahmad Zaki Yamani into 
public after a two-year absence. 
Two years ago, in Vienna at the 


ni was singled out by a terror- 
ist group led by the Venezuelan 
code-named Carlos- and threate- 
ned with death during a kidnap 
of more than 30 OPEC officials 
to Algeria. Mr. Yamani ■ was 
unharmed, but friends say he 
has become extremely cautious. 

Hernandez Acosta said before 
the meeting that it was being 
held because “the Saudis have 
agreed to discuss" the problems 
of differentials. 

During the two-tier price sy- 
stem in the first half of last 
year, when Saudi Arabian oil 
cost about 3 per cent to 5 per 
cent less than that of the other 
three Gulf states here. Mr. Ya- 
mani was accused of under- 
cutting prices in part to score 
political points with the Uni- 
ted States. Iran, Iraq and Ku- 
wait saw their sales fall, and 
they did not catch up in the 
second half because the grow- 


Strike cuts Turkish 
oil output in half 

ANKARA, Feb. 1 (R). — A pay strike at an oilfield in 
Diyarbakir Province, Eastern Turkey, has cut this coun- 
try’s oil production by more than half. 

The stoppage by some 130 men employed by the 
Shell Company of Turkey has stopped all production 
from the company’s wells, which normally yield around 
28,000 barrels a day. 

A Shell spokesman said contacts between manage- 
ment and workers were continuing. 

Production from the wells in the area operated by 
Shell provide about 58 per cent of Turkey’s domestic 
production. 

Less than one quarter of Turkey’s oil needs are pro- 
duced locally, but the country has had problems paying 
for its crude imports from Iraq and the Libyan Jamahi- 
riyah because of a chronic shortage of foreign exchange. 


pennies separating prices beca- 
me important. 

The basic oil price is S 12.70 
per barrel, but the so-called 
heavy crudes cost less because 
they are more expensive to 
refine. 

Unto last week, Saudi heavy 
crude -- about 15 per cent of 
its total production - - was the 
cheapest, at $12.32. Then Ku- 
wait cut 10 cents off its crude 
to $12.27, while Iranian cru- 
de remains the most expensive, 
at $12.49. Iraqi oil, though so- 
mewhat different in quality, is 
also thought to be more costly. 

Kuwait’s problem is especia- 
lly acute, since it produces on- 
ly heavy crude, and needs the 
output to keep uo the flow 
of associated gas. It has invest- 
ed $3 billion in gas-orocessing. 

A Saudi official said here that 
there was sympathy for the 
Kuwaiti problem, but that 
this did not mean that Saudi 
Arabia would lower its price 
or permit Kuwait a further re- 
duction. 


Poland 

devalues 

zloty 

WARSAW, Feb. 1 (AP). — 
The Polish government de- 
valued its currency today 
according to exchange tables 
published in the state-cont- 
rolled press. 

The zloty was listed at 
the tourist rate of 33.20 to 
the U.S. dollar. The official 
rate of 19.92 to the dollar 
was left out of the tables. 

The West German mark 
was quoted at 15.58 zlotys, 
the British pomd at 63.70. 

Government comment was 
jut immediately available. 


West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt (left) and Greek Premier Constantine Karamanlls 
(right) review the honour guards after the arrival at toe West German Chancellary in Bonn yes- 
terday. Mr. Karamanlis is winding up a tour of EEC nations seeking a more rapid entry for 
Greece into toe Co mm on Market. (AP wirepboto) 


Saudi Arabia grants land 
ownership rights to nationals 
of 4 Gulf states 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia, Feb. 1 
(R). — Nationals of four Gulf 
Arab states are now entitled 
to own land and real estate in 
Saudi Arabia under a royal or- 
der published here yesterday. 

The order allows nationals 
from Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
residing in Saudi Arabia, to 
own land, except in the vidnty 
of the two holy shrines of Me- 
cca and Medina, provided they 
constructed houses or buildings 
on them within a period not ex- 
ceeding two years. 

The order, issued in response 


for requests from the four Gu- 
lf states, made reciprocity a co- 
ndition. 

Under the order published in 
the daily newspaper Al Medina, 
these people who own the land 
cannot sell it or grant to any- 
one else if they fail to construct 
houses on them the governme- 
nt would have the right to ta- 


ke it over in return for its or- 
iginal price. 

The order also gave the na- 
tionals of the four Gulf states 
the right to retail trade in Sau- 
di Arabia but not to act as age- 
nts. 

Last year foreigners were 
banned from trading in the ki- 
ngdom. 


Japan’s reserves rise ta $23.37b. 

TOKYO, Feb. 1 (R). — Japan's gold and foreign exchange res- 
erves increased in January to a record $2337 billion, the Fin- 
ance Ministry announced today. 

Tfie reserves ' stood" at S22.83't>ifliba at the end "of Decerftber. 


Germany pledges 
support for Greek 
entry to EEC by 
end of 1979 


BONN, Feb. 1 (R). — West 
Germany has pledged to sup- 
port Greece's bid to become 
the 10th member of the Eu- 
ropean Common Market (EEC) 
by the end of 1979, Greek 
Premier Constantine Karaman- 
lis said yesterday. 

Mr. Karamanlis told report- 
ers after four hours of talks 
with West German Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt: "The West 
German government is fn fa- 
vour of speeding up the entry 
negotiations.’* 

Herr Schmidt said he hoped 
that negotiations for Greece’s 
entry could be concluded un- 
der West German chairman- 
ship of the European Council 
of Ministers by the end of 
this year. 

'In expressing this hope, I 
am well aware of the diffi- 
culties that have to be over- 
come," Herr Schmidt said. But 
it was in the interest of de- 


mocratic stability in Greece 
that negotiations were not 
drawn out for too long. tm 
added. 

Mr. Karamanlis said he agr- 
eed with Herr Schmidt that tie 
question of Greece's EEC entry 
had to be isolated from all oth- 
er issues including that of the 
country's re- integration into 
the military cooperation of the 
North Atlantic defence allian- 
ce (NATO). 

He added that West Genoa, 
ny had pledged to continue ml. 
litary assistance to Greece, Fa- 
rther West German private in- 
vestment in Greece was also 
discussed. 

Asked whether he believed 
the new Turkish Prime Minis, 
ter Bulent Ecevit was prepared 
to solve the Cyprus conflict, 
Mr. Karamanlis said he hoped 

that the Turkish government 
would come forward with "lo- 
gical and honest proposals." 


UAE to set up refinery 
at Ras Al Khaima 

RAS AL KHAIMA, Feb. 1 (R). — Kuwait is to set up an ofi 
refinery in this northennost of the UAE Emirates, under n 
agreement signed here yesterday. 

The official Emirates News Agency sekl the refinery, to ha 
set up at Khor Khuwair, will have a production capacity of 
100,000 barrels a day. 

The Kuwait government will own 40 per cent of the shares 
fax a company to be established with the state of Ras Al Kha** 
ma to operate the re fi nery. 

Kuwait will also supply the refinery with all the OB It ne- 
eds; carry It on Its own tankers and market part of the out- 
put earmarked for export; the agency added. 

The Kellogg Corporation, a major American refinery sup- 
plier, was already carrying out studies on toe project. It safcL 
No other details were immediately available. 

But observers noted that the proposed site of the refinery 
lies within a border area claimed by neighbouring Oman. 


INVITATION FOR TENDER NO. TCC 2 / 78. 

FOR THE PROVISION OF PREPAY COIN (PAY STATION) 

INSTRUMENTS, EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL 
BOOTHS, OR ENCLOSURES, FOR THE 
HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN. 

The Telecommunication Corporation of 
Jordan invites the submission of tenders for 
the procurement m of from 40-80 prepay mode 
operation coin operated (paystation) telephone 
instruments , outdoor and/or indoor booths , 
enclosures and associated accessories. 

The successful bidder will be required to 
furnish and install a combination of booths, 
boothettes or enclosures complete with coin 
operated telephone instruments , accessories, 
power and telephone lines. The installations 
shall include all concrete footings, conduit and 
fittings and shall be on a “turn key ” basis. 

The total number of such installations shall 
be 20 and must include working tests. 

A — Agents can obtain the tender documents 
from the Telecommunications Corpora- 
tions in Amman for a price of JD 50 (not 
remibuTseable ) at the following address: 

Secretary of the Tender 
Committee 

Telecommunications Cor- 
poration 
P.O.Box 1689 
Amman, Jordan. 

(Telex No. 1221). 

B — The tender documents consist of the 
following materials : 

1. Instructions to bidders 

2. Terms and conditions 

3. Statement of work 

4. Technical specification 

C — The latest date for the submittion of 
offers to the Telecommunications Corpo- 
ration headquarters in Amman is 14:00 
hours Saturday April 1, 1978. 

D — Bids should be submitted in three sepa- 
rate complete copies, each suitably sealed 
with red wax and its covers labelled with 
the words “ Bid for the provision of prepay 
coin operated (paystation) instruments, 
external and internal booths or en- 
closures. Tender No. TCC 2/78 original, 
first copy and second copy. 

E — All bidders will be required to post a bid 
bond in the amount of five per cent of the 
bid value in Jordan dinars concurrent with 
the proposal issued from a Jordanian 
bank. 

F — Any subsequent amendments will auto- 
matically be forward to purchasers of the 
tender documents. 

G — All prices should be quoted in Jordanian 
dinars. 

TCC Tender Committee 
Amman, Jordan.’ 


Is the Mediterranean dying ? 


Every year huge amounts of pesticides, metals (Including 100 
tons of mercury), untreated sewage and industrial waste enters 
toe Mediterranean. Because the sea Is virtually a lake, pollution 
is a major problem and one which becomes ever greater. Re- 
cently representatives of all its coastal states, with the exception 
of Albania, assembled in the latest of a series of m eetings to re- 
view a three-year programme by the UJV.’s Environment Prog- 
ramme. Iain Guest l e poi t iug on toe meeting, finds that there 
was a certain cooling of enthusiasm for the programme. 


By Iain Guest 


MONACO — How great is the 
threat erf pollution in the Me- 
diterranean? Despite alarming 
statistics from scientists, and 
telk in recent years about the 
“dying sea”, that question is 
not quite so easy to answer 
today as might be supposed. 

That, at least, is the feeling 
after a meeting of coastal st- 
ates called to review a three 
year programme by the U.N.’s 
Environment Programme 

(UNEP), which finished in the 
principality of Monaco recent- 
ly- 

The meeting brought toge- 
ther delegations from all the 
18 states except Albania, wh- 
ich has consistently refused to 
attend. They had before them 
evidence by UNEP that the 
sea. If not actually dying, is 
nonetheless seriously* I1L 

Waste dump 

Dr. Tolha, the Executive Di- 
rector of UNEP, in his open- 
ing address, stated that each 
year a huge amount of pesti- 
cides (including 90 tons of 
DDT), heavy metals, (Includ- 
ing 100 tons of mercury) un- 
treated sewage and industrial 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 

Jordanian fils 
Buying/selling 
U.S. dollar 313.00/315.00 

U.K. sterling 611.00/615.00 

W. German mark 148.30/149-20 
Swiss franc 157.60/158.50 

French franc 66.30/66.70 

Italian lire (for 
every 100) 3630/36.40 

Japanese yen (for 
every 100) 129.80/130.60 

Dutch guilder 138.40/139.20 

Belgian franc (for 
every ten) 95.90/96.50 

Swedish crown 67.20/67.80 


waste alters the sea. 

The metals in particular ca- 
use concern, because they are 
not, in the words of the eco- 
logists "biodegradable”. And 
the nature of the Mediterran- 
ean, which one World Health 
Organisation official described 
as “a basin” (because it takes 
about 80 years for Its water 
to wash out of the two nar- 
row entrances) makes the pol- 
lution even worse. 

The meeting was the late- 
st of several, and also the 
most important in the three 
year UNCEP programme, wh- 
ich began in 1975 with an ov- 
erall declaration of principle 
in Barcelona. This has now 
been signed by 15 governme- 
nts. But before it can become 
a legally-binding treaty, at 
least six of the states must 
ratify one or more of the pro- 
tocols which gtve it substan- 
ce. 

So far two protocols have 
been agreed -- one forbids 
dumping at sea, and the other 
calls for cooperation fn the 
event of an emergency at sea. 
When France becomes the si- 
xth state to ratify these the 
convention enters into force. 

But UNEP official have al- 
ways conceded that this third 
protocol --on land based-so- 
urces of pollution -- was bo- 
und to be toe most difficult. 
It is far and away toe most 
important : The research shows 
that the bulk of pollution in 
the sea comes off shores, and 
is carried down the huge riv- 
ers like the Po, Rhine, and 
Nile. 

But its probable cost and 
political implications, they co- 
nceded, could well bring the 
first reverse in a p rogramme 
which has succeeded in recon- 
ciling profound political diffe- 
rences: Turkish delegations 

have sat down with Greeks, 
Algerians and Moroccans. 

They were right The meet- 
ing had before it the draft of 
the protocol which had been 
agreed at a previous meeting 
in Venice last October. By the 
end of the meeting; they had 
succeeded in doing little more 
than highlighting the key ar- 
eas of disagreement. These 


will be clarified at future te- 
chnical meetings. UNEP offi- 
cials now expect that the pro- 
tocol will not be ready for si- 
gning until well into 1979, po- 
ssibly later. 

Identifying the problems 

The areas of disagreement 
have emerged in Monaco as 
the following : Whether or not 
existing factories should be 
allowed a long time before 
building in pollution controls: 
Whether states which contri- 
bute to the sea's pollution but 
are not themselves coastal 
members, should be held res- 
ponsible. Whether states whi- 
ch cause pollution should pay 
compensation. And whether 
the protocol, which “extends 
to coastal waters up to toe 
fresh water limit”, should inc- 
lude inlets and bays. Each po- 
int was argued at enormous 
length. But it was clear at the 
end that the states to the 
south of the Mediterranean 
were all concerned that the 
treaty could have serious ef- 
fects upon their Industrial de- 
velopment 

Tunisia, for example, makes 
use of many deep toys and 
inlets In her phosphates in- 
dustry - - and so argued that 
these be excluded from the 
scope of protocoL Algeria was 
worried th rou ghout that curbs 
(which UNEP has tentatively 
estimated could cost up to $5 
billion, spread over a period 
of 20 years), would be too 
expensive. Morocco wanted 
states to be held strictly res- 
ponsible, on toe argument 
that toe northern states, wh- 
ich are more heavily indust- 
rialised, caused most pollution. 

Ail the North Africans uni- 
ted to demand that existing 
factories should adjust to toe 
new controls quickly - -cm the 
grounds that applying strict 
controls to “new installations” 
would penalise their own ind- 
ustrial plans. 

Behind this lay an even 
more complex issue - • and 
one that will be difficult to 
resolve, although barely surfa- 
ced at toe meeting: What lev- 
els are to be permissible!? 
UNEP has proposed two lists 
of substances. One, the “bla- 
ck” list, would contain heavy 
metals whose emission into 
the sea in dangerous quanti- 
ties would be prohibited alto- 
gether. The second, a “grey” 
list would contain substances 
to be strictly regulated. 

The problem here is that no 
substance can be totally kept 
out of the sea: The questions 


thus are how much Is “dan- 
gerous” -- and how can it be 
monitored? There are two 
ways, as well, in which they 
could be controlled. One wo- 
uld be to impose a uniform 
level of “acceptability”, which 
would apply to all factories 
around the sea. But this, the 
North African states feeL wo- 
uld have a harmful effect up- 
on their factories, which are 
far fewer than those in the 
north. 

They therefore favour the 
second option -- which would 
be to look first at the nature 
of the water into which toe 
factories are pouring their wa- 
ste, and then decide how much 
pollution it can take. Because 
they have long beaches and 
few factories, toe southern co- 
untries like Libya and Moroc- 
co are confident that their in- 
dustry would escape unharm- 
ed. 

“Env i ro nm ental management” 

But if the developing coun- 
tries were apprehensive about 
costs, so were the northern 
states. UNEP officials are 
keen to move away from a 
narrow definition of pollution 
to the wider concept of “en- 
vironmental management”. The 
area, they point out, receives 
up to 100 million tourists a 
year, and brings in fish which 
was last year valued at $700 


million. Curbing pollution Is 
therefore just one aspect of 
the sensible economic mana- 
gement of tiie sea. 

UNEP has drawn up a blue 
plan for the overall manage- 
ment of the sea, and a set 
of priorities covering tourism, 
sensible use of energy, fish- 
ing, and water management. 
Officials agreed, however, that 
little progress had been made 
in these areas -- beyond res- 
tating principles and welcom- 
ing details of individual pro- 
jects by the U.N. Developme- 
nt Programme (UNDP). 

There was efisappointment 
too that a permanent moni- 
toring system of the sea's st- 
ate was not agreed upon: So 
this now remains with 79 di- 
fferent stations around the co- 
astal states. 

The main reason was tho- 
ught to be costs. Under the 
formula for assessing contrib- 
utions to the United Nations, 
France alone would have to 
pay 47 per cent of the costs 
of any integrated developme- 
nt plan. 

So both the northern dele- 
gation and those from the 
southern shore decided that 
there was a serious need for 
“more information” - - not 
only on the implications of 
UNEP’s ambitious proposals, 
but also the actual levels of 
pollution. “We simply don’t 


know enough about what b 
harmful”, said one delegate, 
referring to the fact that mer- 
cury is considerably higher In 
the Mediterranean than other 
seas. Italy even proposed that 
sensitive data on the polluti- 
on might have to be kept se- 
cret, for fear it might get dis- 
torted. 

Some observers talked of 
“backing off’, and "enthusia- 
sm cooling”. They thought 
that the meeting had put baric 
the programme by a year. But 
UNEP officials put a brave fa- 
ce on it One welcomed what 
he called the “realistic tone" 
of the meeting. "We expect^ 
and hoped that the governm- 
ents would look very closely 
at this;” he said. “We want 
a treaty that they will want 
to observe.” 

One result of the meeting 
is to leave the costs and ad- 
ministration of the program- 
me, which absorbs $1.5 m. of 
a $4.1 m. UNEP global seas 
programme, very much with 
UNEP executives had expres- 
sed the hope that the govern- 
ments would take over 75 per 
cent of running costs starting 
in 1979. But this meeting bas 
shown that the hope was pfr 
emature -- even though as 
one delegate sakl “the Me* 
terranean is still a model for 
controlling pollution in the 
rest of the world.” 
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GENERAL. TENE^ESCIES: Don’t let anything of a 
sudden and unprecUctahteoatore keep, you from following 
through with the plazte you 'have already made. Be careful 
to avoid emo tional ' complications with mate. 

ARIES (Mar. 2l i»iApr. 19) You have new ideas that 
are good provided you act with caution and don’t upset a 
close tie. Think cojastjriictivejy . 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to.May 201 You have responsibilities 
to discharge and should handle them with precision. Take 
time to improve your appearance. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Make sure you keep 
promises you have made -with others and avoid trouble. 
Use extreme caution today and avoid possible accident. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Use more 
speed in handling duties ahead of you and they are soon 
behind you. Don*i neglect an important communication. 

LEO (July 22 do Aug. 21). Tf you adhere to what is* 
proven, you can advance in your line of endeavor. Keep 
rooted in creative work and get excellent results. 

. VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Study your home matters 
and do whatever will improve them. Evening is fine for 
joining congenials and having a delightful time. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Study contracts made with 
associates and plan to carry through with them in a precise 
manner. Show others you have wisdom. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Listen and follow the 
advice given you by a higher-up which can be beneficial to 
you in the days ahead. Relax at home tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Go after the 
information you need in order to clear up puzzlements. 
Take time to visit good friends tonight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get to the root of any 
personal problems -you have and dear them up nicely. 
Keep a close watch on your money. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You want to be your 
gregarious self but first make sure to complete important 
work first. Be careful of strangers. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A public matter could be 
annoying but get busy with other affairs and this becomes 
a most profitable day. Safeguard your reputation. 
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, RESTAURANT TAIWAN TOURiSMO 

Jordan's largest ' and most 

Renowned Chinese restaurant 

\ - - 

* offers you a gourmets trip 
•- to the Far East via superior 
oriental cuisine- and autften- 

I tic northern Chinese and 
. ..... Cantonese du$he$._ 

, TAKE OUT CHEtDEfiSTtVAIEABLt 


3rd Circle, x Jabd Amman, 
Telephone 41993 
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We would like you 
to join us 
for the Daily Dish. 
“Arabic & European” 
dishes. At 
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First Circle, Jabal Amman. 
TeL 25592. 

Open from 7 un. to 1 ajn. 
rtMtssmnt, coffee-shop, sn- 
ick bar and patisserie- 
Oriental and European spe- 
cialties. * 


.iUlCK 


Restauranta for broaated 
cWcken and light macks. 
Tithe home, lunch or. 

Amman, First Circle. 
TeL .2 1083. Jabal A1 Loweib- 
0 $jyH«wux Circle. Tel. SMH 6 
Wbal Al HiuMta, near Jem- 
d«n ri^m m. TeL 21781; - 
AW te Zarita-and kW*. . 
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CHINESE 


RESTAURANT 


First Chinese it s tyi ac in 
Jordan.' 

■ First Circle, Jabal Amman, ann 
the AbHyab School or owe 
TeL 38888. Open dafiy fran 
‘noon to 3^0 pan. and 6^8 pjn. 
tnmfcMgfat 

Also take home service -order 
by phone. 



AND JUST AS I UA5 
MEA5UR1N6 THE U/EDTH OF 
THE STREET IN FRONT OF 
OUR SCHOOL, A TRUCK 
RAN OVER THE RULER... 


^i6nore him.maAm.. 
HE HAS A ONE-TRAOR 
v Mind i 



Answer here: 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GUISE WIPED BISHOP RATIFY 

Answer: Does carrying a bride over the threshold 

prove one can do this?— SUPPORT A WIFE 


iJMMRliEI© B.R 1 DO 


BY CHARLES H. GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

© 1978 by Ctiicaeo Tribute 

Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
4K83 
<PJ95 
0 AQ 
* A8432 
WEST EAST 

4QJ9752 4 A 106 

?V<rid ^ K 87643 

A 98532 064 

475 * K6 

SOUTH 
♦ 4 

? AQ102 
0 KJ107 
4 Q J 109 

The bidding: 

East Sooth West North 
Pass 1 7 Pass 2 NT 
Pass 3 4 Pass 4 4 
Pass 5 4 Pass Pass 
Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of a. 


East followed the dictum 
of “waste not, want not,” 
only to learn that he had 
been “penny wise, pound 
foolish.” 

North-South bid expertly 
to their best contract. Many 
pairs would have reached 
three no trump on these 
cards, but five clubs is 
distinctly superior. After a 
spade lead, the no trump 
game is in considerable 
jeopardy. Five dubs, how- 
ever, can survive almost any 
lie of the cards. 

West led the queen of 
spades. Declarer played low 
from dummy and East sig- 
nalled encouragement with 
the ten. West continued with 
a spade, which dedarer ruff- 


ed. South led the queen of 
dubs, .and when West follow- 
ed low; he scorned the 
finesse in an effort to secure 
his contract. He rose with 
the ace, ruffed dummy’s last 
spade and led another trump 
to draw the outstanding 
cards in that suit. 

East shifted to a heart, 
but declarer did not even 
need the finesse. He won the 
ace, crossed to the ace of 
diamonds and then overtook 
the queen of diamonds with 
the king. On the jack-ten of 
diamonds declarer discarded 
dummy's remaining hearts, 
and dummy's trumps look 
the rest of the tricks. 

East should have realized 
that his side did not need 
two spade tricks to defeat 
the contract. East was look- 
ing at nine cards in hearts, 
and declarer had to have the 
remaining four cards in the 
suit since he had opened the 
bidding with one heart. The 
king of trumps was a sure 
trick for the defense, and 
if declarer had just one 
spade East could guarantee 
the contract's defeat. 

At trick one East should 
rise with the ace of spades, 
setting up the king in dum- 
my as a trick. When de- 
clarer follows suit. East 
simply shifts to a heart. No 
matter what declarer does. 
West will ruff and East’s 
trump trick will be the set- 
ting trick. Indeed, if de- 
clarer rises with the ace of 
hearts, West ruffs and East 
will later score both the king 
of clubs and king of hearts 
for down two. 



CROSSWORD PUZZL 

E 

KHB HHHH C3HG5 
KEHS DIES] 
SHS5 @13 H0HHHE3 


ACROSS 31. Cultivates 

35. Admonish 
1. Clod 38. Near 

6 . Harts 40. Cavort 

11. Coastor shore 41. Guido's sec- 

12. Censoriousness ond note 

13. Whirlwind in 42. Sign 

Atlantic 44. Orinoco 

14. Pile tributary 

15. Palm cock- 45. Tendon 

atoo 47. Harass 

16. Exercise 49. As far as 

18. Intelligence 50. Raise nap on 

20. Sort cloth 

21. Six on a die 51. Purloined 1- 

23. Serve 53. “Grandma 

24. Instead Walton" 

25. Treatise Corby 2. 

27. Perspicacity 54. Consumed 3. 


ananawti . sh 
iiHiHca sail aaca 
HPEH asm KJHOGi 

aa Baaasaa® 

aaGaaaa 
aaaaaa , o®@eh 
H aul aHcasi aaa 
Hass nano mas 


YESTERDAY’S 

DOWN 4. 

Reference 5 . 

mark in print- 6 . 

ing 7. 

Polo team 8 . 

Front 9. 


Par time 25 min. 


AP News features 


SOLUTION 

Early Irish al- 
phabet 

Lukewarm 

Saurel 

Pitch 

Profit 

Maidens 

Quench 

Startle 

Worm 

Today 

Achieve 

And others: 

abbr. 

Pronoun 

Provided 

Restrain 

Turmeric 

Fur 

Shovel 
Wilderness 
Gazelle 
Of the kidneys 
Verb form 
English poet 
South Amer- 
ican cattle 
breed 
Compass 
point 
Grasped 
Football posi- 
tion: abbr. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GLIDE 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


BBC RADIO 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


Channel 3 & 6: 

ftOO Quran 
&15 Cartoons 
6-30 Little bouse on the 
prairie 

8.-00 News in Arabic 
11:00 News in Arabic 

Channel 3 : 

730 Arabic programme 


830 Arabic series 
9-30 Reportage 

Channel 6: 

730 News in Hebrew 
7:45 Filler 
830 Upchat ta» 

9:10 Bestsellers 
ItttXJ News in English 
10:15 Movie of the week 


RAD^O JORDAN 


Breakfast stow 
News bulletin 
Morning stow 
News headlines 
Morning show 
Happy journey 

Sign ing off 

News beadHnes 
Pop session 
News summary 
Fop session 


News hnH— 

S pedal feature 
Concert hour 
Pop session 
Country mask: 
Pop session 

News summery 

Jumping Jack | 
News taxDettn 
News r eport s 
Signing oQ 


News; 24 Hours 
Sarah Ward 
World Today 
News; Press Review 
Banners and Bonnets 
News; 24 Hours 
Sarah Ward 
Cider witb Rosie 
News; Reflections 
Music of Two Cities 
Farming World 
News; Press Review 
World Today 
Financial News 
Wales and the Welsh 
The Cry es of London 
Vintage Comedy 
News; News about Bri- 
tain 

Schnabel Plays Beeth- 
oven 

Business Matters 
Radio Newsreel 
Top Twenty 
Sports Round-up 
News; 24 Hours 
New Ideas 
Book Choice 


> The Pleasure's Yours 
) Talkabout 

] Radio Newsreel 
i Outlook 

i News; Commentary 

> Day of Decision 
i World Today 

l News; Book Choice 
i John Peel 

> Sports Round-up 
News; News about Bri- 

tarn 

Take it or Leave it 
Outlook; News Summ- 
ary 

Stock Market Report 
The Dancing Masters 
News: 24 Hours 
A Jolly Good SbOw 
Paperbacks 
Business Matters 
News; World Today 
Financial News 
Book Choice; Reflecti- 
ons 

Sports Round-up 
News; Commaitaiy 
Merchant Navy 
Top Twenty 


Arrivals : 


Departures ; 


Damascus (SAA) 

Cairo (EA) 

Dbahran. Kuwait 
Bangkok. Watiraln 
Kuwait (KAC) 

n»nmui'ii« 

Beirut 

Riyadh (SDI) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi 

Cairo 

London 

Beirut (MBA) 

Amsterdam, Athens 

(KLMl 

Rome (AZ) 

Rawalpindi (BAT 


Damascus, Munich, Fr- 
ankfurt CLH) 

Damascus (SAA! 
Damascus 
Beirut 
Cairo (EA) 

Beirut (MEA) 

Kuwait (KAC) 

Riyadh (SDI) 

Athena, Madrid 
Cairo 

Rome, New York 
Paris, London 
Baghdad 
Dual (AZ) 

London. (BA) 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Ameriam Centre (USIS) — * TeL 41520 

British Council " 38147-8 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


Doctors : 

Amman s _ 

Suleiman Hiyasat (25015) Amman! 

Fain A1 QaddoomJ (55875) Sayegfa (23157) 
IrUd: Saiam (36730) 

a*™. P m iE^S’ 

Rnhn-ndifln.. a] Kashef bind: 

Taxis ! Nabulsi 

Venkrfa (44584) Zarqt: 

Najah (23038) Anan 


EMERGENCIES 

Phar macie s : 


03:00 The Breakfast Show : 
to 03:00, 04:00, 05.-00 and 
Reports, VOA Current 
News Summary. 03:30, 
04:30 and 05:30 GMT: 
An Informal presenta- 
tion or popular music 
with feature reports and 
interviews, answers to 
listeners* questions. Sci- 
ence Digest. 

17.-00 News Roundup, Reports, 
Actualities, Opinion. An- 
alyses, News Summary 

17:30 Dateline 

18:00 Special English News. 


Feature : Science In the 
News, News Summary. 
Now Music USA 
News Roundup, Reports, 
Actualities. Opinion. An- 
alyses. 

VOA Magazine. Ameri- 
cana. Science. Cultural, 
Letters. 

Special English. News. 
Mosie USA (Jazz). 

VOA World Repot : 
News . , . newsmakers' 
vokes ... 

correspondents' reports. 
... background features 

. . • rawtln mmi i M H., ,, 

news analyse*. 


French Cultural Centre 

Goethe 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Amman Municipal Library 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Ambulance (government) TeL 

QvO defence rescue 

Fire headquarters - " 

Flntald, fire, police " 

Jordan Electric Power Co. (emergoicy) 

Municipal water service ( em er g ency ) 

Police headquarters 

Najdeb roving patrol rescue poBee; (EngHsh 
spoken) 34 hours a day tor e merge ncy help 
Airport information (Alia) - “ 


21111.37777 

55205 
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Europe - bound Israeli 
oranges said poisoned 
by West Bank workers 

TEL AVIV, Feb. 1 (R). — The Israeli Citrus Marketing Board claimed to- 
day a metal substance found in some oranges sent from Israel to Europe 
had been inserted after the fruit arrived in Europe. A group calling itself the 
“Arab Revolutionary Army — Palestine Comma n d (ARA -- PC)” has 
'claimed in a letter addressed to 18 European and Arab countries that 
“oppressed Palestinian workers” in the Israeli-occupied West Bank pois- 
oned oranges with mercury to damage the Israeli economy. Oranges are 
Israel's main agricultural export product 


Board spokesman Isaac Lip* 
kiss, in a statement issued here 
today, did not identify the su- 
bstance, though the market gr- 
oup’s manager for the Benelux 
countries. Mr. Jacques Arad, 
said yesterday that it was me- 
rcury. 

Mr. Arad was commenting 
In Rotterdam on the case of 
five children in the southern 
Dutch town of Maastrict who 
were treated in hospital for 24 
hours over the weekend after 
eating some of the contamina- 
ted oranges. A Dutch Health 
Ministry spokesman said they 
suffered no after-effects. 

Mr. Arad said yesterday me- 
rcury had been found in Isra- 
eli oranges in Holland and We- 
st Germany, and authorities 
were investigating the cases. 

Today’s Citrus Marketing Bo- 
ard statement in Tel Aviv said 
oranges with “a metal subs- 
tance” had been discovered in 
two places in Europe. The dis- 
covery was made “in a very 
small quantity of oranges by 
the customers themselves. Af- 
ter examining the fruit it was 
found that the damage to the 
fruit occurred in Europe," the 
statement claimed. 

It added that the customers 
had been able to "identify the 
damage to the oranges from 
external signs.” 

The Dutch Health Ministry 
spokesman said yesterday the 
mercury was visible as tiny si- 
lver grey particles, but the qu- 


Bonn minister 
resigns over 
bugging affair 


BONN, Feb. 1 (R). — De- 
fence Minister George Le- 
ber has submitted his resi- 
gnation to Chancellor Hel- 
mut Schmidt following a 
new bugging scandal, the 
chief government spokes- 
man announced today. The 
57-year-old minister has 
been under strong attack 
from opposition Conser- 
vatives over an alleged spy 
ring in the ministry and 
the bugging of bis personal 
secretary’s apartment. His 
critics say Herr Leber mi- 
nimised or attempted to 
conceal the facts about the 
two affairs. 


antity was so small there was 
no direct danger to health. 

In Bonn, the West German 
government bas ordered spot 
checks of Israeli oranges af- 
ter it received ARA-PC warn- 
ings. 

West Germany and Norway 
are the only countries so far 
to confirm receiving the letter. 

A copy of the letter received 
by Reuters in London yesterday 
was addressed to the health 
ministries of IS West and East 
European and Arab countries. 

They were : Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Britain, France, Ho- 
lland, Italy, Luxembourg, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Finland, West 
Germany, Yugoslavia, Romania, 
Kuwait, Jordan, Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Finland and Sweden said to- 
day they had not received the 
letter. 

Both Kuwait and Jordan 
said today they had not re- 


ceived any letter warning ag- 
ainst the consumption, of Is- 
raeli oranges. 

Kuwait, like other Arab co- 
untries, bans the import of 
Israeli products, but those of 
Arab territories occupied by 
Israel since 1987 are allowed 
in freely. 

Jordan's Health Minister, 
Mr. Abdul Ra'ouf A1 Rawab- 
deh, told Reuters today that 
his country allowed West 
Bank oranges in only if doc- 
uments by Arab Chambers of 
Co mm erce certified they were 
“grown by Arab hands and 
□o Arab lands." 

The copy of the ARA-PC 
letter received by Reuters ye- 
sterday said: "Our aim is not 
to indiscriminately kill your 
population but to sabotage the 
Israeli economy, which is bu- 
ilt up on oppression, racial 
discrimination and colonial 
occupation.” 


Muzorewa will rejoin 
Salisbury talks while 
Malta parley adjourns 


VALLETTA, Feb. 1 (R). — Bri- 
tish and American Rhodeteia 
negotiators and the Patriotic 
Front black guerrilla leaders 
held final talks here today be- 
fore the expected departure for 
London this afternoon of Bri- 
tish Foreign Secretary David 
Owen. 

Mr. Robert Mugabe and Mr. 
Joshua Nkomo, co-leaders of 
the Patriotic Front held talks 
today with Dr. Owen and Uni- 
ted States Ambassador to the 
United Nations Andrew Young 
in a hotel overlooking Malta. 

Conference sources said to- 
day’s talks -- the third day of 
negotiations on settlement ter- 
ms to end Rhodesia’s guerrilla 
war -- were expected to try 
to fix a date for a further me- 
eting in the future. 

So far the negotiations, mar- 
ked at times by emotional ex- 
changes between the Patriotic 
Front leaders and Dr. Owen, 
have failed to bridge the wide 
gap between Western and gue- 
rrilla peace terms. 

Meanwhile, the Rhodesian go- 
vernment last night smoothed 
relations with the United Af- 
rican National Council (UANC) 
of Bishop Abel Muzorewa, cl- 
earing the way for full-scale 
resumption of the rival internal 


talks in Salisbury to bring ab- 
out black rule. 

Following a meeting betwe- 
en Rhodesia's Deputy Premier 
David Smith and UANC Vice 
President James Chikerema, the 
council announced it would ma- 
ke an end to its boycott which 
began when Bishop Muzorewa 
stormed out of a meeting last 
Friday. 
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A Canadian: s cientist looks a t a fragment from the Soviet nuc- 
lear-powered satellite Cosmos 954 on Tuesday. Fragments from 
the satellite, which crashed last week, were found in a tiny oat- 
post Warden’s Grove in northwest C anaria . (AP wirepboto) 

Canada finds more 
Cosmos bits as USSR 
launches a new one 


MOSCOW, Feb. 1 (Agencies) 
— The Soviet Union has laun- 
ched another satellite. Cosmos 
987, into earth orbit, Tass ne- 
ws agency reported today. 

Tass said the satellite was 
launched yesterday to continue 
space research and all equip- 
ment was working normally. 

Another Soviet satellite. Co- 
smos 954, fell from earth orbit 
on Jan. 24 over northern Ca- 
nada. 

In Canada, a nuclear response 
team headed today for the no- 
rthern Great Slare Lake area 
to recover two tiny, potentially 
hazardous, pieces of the nuc- 
lear-powered Soviet spy satel- 
lite which were located yester- 
day. 

In Edmonton, Canadian At- 
omic Energy Control Board 
spokesman Roger Eaton told 
a news conference earlier to- 
day the two fragments, loca- 
ted electronically, were giving 


off radiation that could be 
dangerous to living beings ex- 
posed at dose range for a 
number of hours. 

The latest fragments from 
the satellite were located on 
the fartheast end of the fri- 
gid lake about 385 kms. east 
of Yellowknife, capital of the 
Canadian Northwest Terri- 
tories. 

On Saturday two members 
of a group retracing a 1972 
explorer’s route found the fi- 
rst satellite debris at Ward- 
en's Grove; a remote Arctic 
vreatber outpost 240 kms. no- 
rtheast of Reliance. 

United Nations legal exper- 
ts said the language of U.N. 
treaties would make the So- 
viet Union liable to pay com- 
pensation both for damage ca- 
used by the satellite and the 
cost of tracking down debris 
and radiation sources. But no 
official cost estimates have 
yet been given. 


Life could exist on Mars 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 1 (R). — 
Scientists have reopened the 
possibility of life existing on 
Mars after the discovery of ti- 
ny organisms hiding in the in- 
terior of rocks in the Antarctic 
wastes. 

Working in freezing tempera- 
tures where relentless winds 
keep snow from settling and 
have sculpted rocks into str- 
ange shapes, researchers have 
found “micro vegetation” whe- 
re it was believed life could 
not exist 

The discovery, announced ye- 
sterday, was made in a region 
known as the Dry Valleys, on 
the coast of the Ross Sea near 


the U.S. scientific base at Mc- 
Murdo Sound, tucked safely 
under the surface of certain 
rocks, in the air pockets of po- 
rous rocks or in fissures. 

Dr. Richard Young, chief of 
Planetary Biology at the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), which 
co-supported the research, said 
the extreme environment of 
the area was similar to that 
found by the Viking space pro- 
be on Mars. 

"If Martian life forms exist 
in the interior of rocks, that 
could easily explain the lack 
of evidence of life on Mars,” 
he said. 


"Viking could not break open 
rocks and analyse the interio- 
rs.” 

Drs. Imre and Roseli Fried- 
man, the husband and wife te- 
am who pioneered the research, 
said the tiny organisms had 
found refuge from the climate 
by occupying a microscopic ni- 
che where conditions were fa- 
vourable. 

Dr. Friedman said : 'The mi- 
croclimate between the minute 
grains of the rock may be qu- 
ite different from the macroc- 
limate outside.” 

He said the organisms colo- 
nised light-coloured, semi-tran- 
slucent rocks which the sun 


Only a miracle will allow Chad to 


By Michael Goldsmith 

N'DJAMENA, Chad (AP) — 
Tom by internal rebellion and 
a Libyan invasion, plagued by 
poverty, underdevelopment and 
eight years of drought, this 
landlocked African nation is 
hoping for a miracle to ensure 
its survival. 

Chad's boundaries are dec- 
eptive. In reality, the N’djam- 
ena authorities hold barely 20 
per cent of the nation’s ter- 
ritory. They have never con- 
trolled the desolate Tibesti 
Mountains in the north, and 
have progressively lost control 
of most of the rest of the 
country since French colonial 
rule ended in 1960. 

The government of Preside- 
nt Felix Malloum seems to 
have written off the 125,000 
sq. kins. .Tibesti region, where 
Libyan-backed and fanatically 
Moslem Toubou tribesmen ha- 
ve set up what is virtually an 
independent state. 

The last government strong- 
hold in the Tibesti, Bardai, 
was overrun by the fierce de- 
sert warriors after a two-we- 
ek siege last July. The enti- 
re 350-man Chadian garrison 
was killed or captured. Mr. 
Malloum’s 5,000-man army 
outnumbered and outmanoeuv- 
red by the Toubou guerrillas 
- - has made no attempt to 
return to the Tibesti and ap- 
pears to h-ve neither the will 
nor the stiength to mount an 
offensive against the Toubou 
stronghold. 

Virtually the entire eastern 
half of the country along the 
Sudanese border is dominated 
by other Moslem rebels, allied 
with the Toubous and offic- 
ially described as “brigands”. 
Government strongpomts in 


this area axe surrounded by 
rebels and supplied only by 
air. 

One-fifth of Chad 
hi government’s bands 

Only the densely-populated 
southern fifth of the country, 
where most of the four milli on 
Chadians live, remains firmly 
in government hands. The mo- 
stly Christian or Animist pop- 
ulation in this area grows the 
cotton that provides 80 per 
cent of Chad’s export income. 
The average citizen earns aro- 
und $80 per year, making Ch- 
ad one of the world's ten po- 
orest nations. 

North of the Tibesti, in an 
area where no Chadian soldier 
has set foot for 15 years, the 
Libyan government of CoL 
Muammar Qadhafi has arbitr- 
arily annexed 75,000 sq. kms. 
of supposedly uranium-rich 
Chad territory. 

Mr.* Malloum has refrained 
from breaking relations with 
Libya while continuing hither- 
to fruitless efforts to negot-. 
iate with Col. Qadhafi through 
the Organisation of African 
Unity. 

An official .Libyan map in 
the office of Libyan Ambassa- 
dor Hamza Mahfoud shows 
parts of neighbouring Niger 
and Algeria as well as north- 
ern Chad as Libyan Territory. 
"We have no quarrel with 
Chad.” Mr. Mahfoud said. 
‘*Our troops occupy only what 
is our land, and we want to 
maintain close, brotherly rela- 
tions with our Chadian nei- 
ghbours.” 

Libya’s- version of toe border 

is not negotiable, Mr, Mahfo- 
ud declared. 

Mr. Malloum is even weaker 


against the Libyan takeover 
than against the Toubou re- 
bellion. Government officials 
point to the Soviet-made tr- 
ucks, mortars, rockets and ma- 
chineguns used by the Libyan 
army and its Toubou allies. 
The officials say the loss of 
northern Chad is part of a 
vast Soviet-Inspired strategy 
of “destabilisation” in Central 
Africa which aims ultimately 
at the overthrow of the pro- 


Western regimes in Egypt and 
the oil-rich states of the Mid- 
dle East 

UJS. arms, French subsidy 

Perhaps with this threat in 
mind, U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter has authorised the sale 
of American-made arms to the 
Malloum government. There is 
no provision tor credit, and 
the virtually bankrupt govern- 


ment bas to pay for the arms 
in cash. 

Chad's exports totalled $60 
million in 1976, leaving an 
overall trade deficit of more 
than $50 million. The French 
government pays President 
Malloum an annual subsidy 
amounting to 30 per cent of 
the $70 million budget It also 
prorides some 300 French 
troops to help train the Chad- 
ian army and maintain its 
equipment, but the French ar- 
my is no longer engaged in co- 
mbat against the rebels. 

A 3,000-man French expedi- 
tionary force lost dozens of 
killed between 1970 and 1975 
in a fruitless effort to help 
Chad contain the rebellion and 
“pacify” the Toubous. Mercen- 
ary pilots from France fly the 
Chadian air force's six Sky- 
raiders in combat sorties aga- 
inst the rebels. 

The huge country has only 
145 kms. of paved highway, 
none of it leading to the ca- 
pital, N’djamena. The commu- 
nications problems hinder bo- 
th sides in the 17-year-old ci- 
vil war, and there is no sign 
of rebel activity in the dusty 
streets of the capital. 

Nonetheless, President Mail- 
oum Is building a two-metre- 
taigh concrete wall fitted with 
slits for gun emplacements all 
around the headquarters of 
the ruling Supreme Military 
Council in N’djamena. He to- 
ok power in - an army coup 
in 1975 and has survived two 
abortive counter coups by dis- 
gruntled officers. 

OU hopes 

President Malloum’s hopes 
for Chad's survival are based 




Right seeks halt to arms shipments 
as tension in South Lebanon rises 


BEIRUT, Feb. 1 (R). — Le- 
banon’s alliance of rightwing 
parties yesterday called for an 
end to arms shipments to Pal- 
estinian commandos amid mo- 
unting gloom here over the pr- 
ospects for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

A communique published by 
the military command of the 
rightwing Lebanese Front urged 
the government to declare the 
southern port of Tyre closed 
to international shipping and 
thus cut the main arms supply 
line for the Palestinian and 
their leftwing Lebanese allies. 

According to Western diplo- 
mats here, both sides in the 
Lebanese conflict -- which is 
inextricably linked with the 
overall Middle East crisis -- 
have been receiving a steady 
stream of arms and ammuni- 
tion over the past two months. 

The arms build-up comes 
as predictions mount that Le- 
banon will serve as the flash- 
point of another Israeli-Arab 
or inter-Arab war linked with 
the fate of President Sadat’s 
peace overture to Israel. 

“Whether happens in the Mi- 
ddle East, we will suffer,” said 
a Lebanese Front analyst to- 
day, echoing the fears of man 
ny Lebanese. 

These fears are based on the 
continuing war in southern Le- 
banon along the sensitive fron- 
tier with Israel, which backs 
rightist forces against Leban- 
on's Palestinian- leftist alliance. 
These have been fighting since 
the 19-month civil war ended 
in Lebanon, except In its sout- 
hern region, over a year ago. 

“There are three alternatives 
at present, and they are all 
bad,” the analyst said. “If Sa- 
dat and the Israelis conclude 
a separate peace deal, there 
will be fighting on the eastern 
front -- between Israel and 
Syria. Southern Lebanon will 
be involved. 

“If there is no agreement 
there will be a fifth Arab-Isradi 
war. Lebanon will be involved. 
With almost 30,000 Syrian tro- 
ops stationed here to keep the 
civil war truce, we are a front 
line country. 

“If there is a comprehensive 
peace agreement, there will be 
civil strife inside Arab countr- 
ies or between Arab countries 
by pitting opponents and sup- 
porters of whatever accord 
there may be.” 

Despite common opposition 
to President Sadat, Syria and 
Iraq failed to bury their dlf- 

after all 


could penetrate, to a depth of 
several millimetres. 

The sunlight not only war- 
med the area immediately un- 
der the surface of the rode to 
life-sustaining temperatures, but 
provided the energy for pho- 
tosynthesis, the chemical pro- 
cess by which all plant life ex- 
ists. 

The rock “roof” protected 
the micro-organisms from exce- 
ssive radiation and kept them 
from drying out 

Dr. Friedman said when the 
rocks were broken open, the 
organisms were seen as a dark 
greenish layer several millime- 
tres deep. 


survive 


on promising oil exploration in 
the rebel-free southern region, 
continuing peace talks with 
dissident rebel leaders, and on 
a possible break in the disast- 
rous drought that has almost 
dried up the freshwater lake 
from which the country takes 
its name. 

A consortium of Shell and 
Chevron is drilling at various 
points in the southern desert 
around Lake Chad and some 
technicians say there is evid- 
ence that Chad may contain 
the reserves of one billion ba- 
rrels necessary to finance a 
1,300 kms. pipeline to the At- 
lantic coast. Thus far, confir- 
med discoveries are merely 
sufficient to cover Chad’s own 
1,100 barrels per day consu- 
mption. 

The government claims it is 
holding back military moves 
against the rebels because se- 
veral rebel leaders are nego- 
tiating their ' surrender. Diplo- 
matic observers doubt these 
claims, pointing out that the 
defection of some rebels has 
paradoxically strengthened the 
band of the 33-year-old Fren- 
ch-educated Toubou leader Go- 
ukouni OueddaL 

“For every chieftain ready 
to surrender, hundreds of gu- 
errillas flock to GoukounTs 
side,” one diplomat said. "Th- 
ose who turn to Malloum me- 
rely help to consolidate Gou- 
kouni’s position as the undis- 
puted leader of the rebellion. 
And as long as arms and mo- 
ney flow in from Libya. Gou- 
kouni is not likely to give up 
his virtual sovereign state in 
the heart of the Sahara." 

"What this country needs is 
some kind of miracle,” the 
diplomat added. 


ferences over toe principles of 
Middle East policy. 

Much of the 1975-76 fighting 
in Lebanon was an Arab war 
by proxy, reflecting the diffe- 
rences between Syria and Egypt 
and their respective supporte- 
rs at the time. Many Lebanese 
feel that inter-Arab differences 
will once again be fought out 
here. 

Israel's continued support of 
the rightists and its apparent 
lack of action to stop arms 
supplies to the Palestinians and 
leftists lend weight to the glo- 
omy forecasts. 

Observers here described the 
rightists’ call today for the cl- 
osure of lyre as a mere exer- 
cise in rhetoric. Neither the 
Lebanese government nor the 
Syrian-dominated Arab League 
peace force have any control 
over the area. 

The deployment of peace tr- 
oops in southern Lebanon was 
prevented by Israel) objections 
to the presence of any non- 
Lebanese Arab force sooth of 
a “red line” understood to be 
the Litani River. The fledgling 
Lebanese army has been wait- 
ing for the civil war antagoni- 
sts to evacuate their positions 
before moving south. 


WASHINGTON. Feb. I <R). — 
A US. government employee: 
and a Vietnamese national 
appear before a federal c ourt 
judge later today on charges 
of spying for Vietnam’s com- 
munist government 

Ronald Humphrey, 42, who 
works for the United States 
Information Agency and Tr- 
uong Dinh Hung. 32, son of a 
candidate in South Vietnam’s 
1967 presidential elections, 
were arrested yesterday by 
Federal Bureau of Investigat- 
ion (FBI) agents. 

A federal court in Alexand- 
ria. Virginia, last night set 
bail for each of them at 
$250,000. 

A seven-count grand jury 
indictment charged them with 
espionage, conspiracy, theft of 


“The only people who could 
stop arms shipments to the 
Palestinians are the Israelis* 
a Western d ipl o m at here said. 
They don’t' want to because 
its in their Interest to keep 
the pot in Lebanon booing." 

During part of the civil war, 
Israel maintained a naval bio. 
ckade of the ports of Sidon 
and Tyre to prevent supplies 
from reaching the Palestinians, 
whose only remaining base of 
operations Is southern Lebanon. 

The rightists are now cal- 
ling for tire evacuation of an 
Palestinians from Lebanon, a 
demand considerably harder th- 
an previous calls for disarma- 
ment of the Palestinians. 

Their number Is estimated 
at 400,000 and Israel has made 
dear that it will not allow the 
establishment of an independe- 
nt state for them on the Is- 
raeli-occupied West Bank at 
the River Jordan and the Ga- 
za Strip. 

Rightwing leader Dory Cha- 
moun recently repeated his de- 
mand that the Palestinians sh- 
ould quit Lebanon within two 
years. "With 400,000 here, 
that works out at almost 
20,000 a month, so they had 
belter start now,” he said. 


government records, failing to 
register as foreign agents and 
related charges. 

If convicted the two men, 
who entered their forma] pl- 
eas today, face up to life im- 
prisonment 

Vietnam's Mission to the 
United Nations last night dis- 
missed the accusations as "a 
blatant fabrication .- Another 
action of the (U.S.) administ- 
ration's policy towards tad 
Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam.” 

Mr. Humphrey, believed to 
be the first American accused 
of spying for Vietnam is a 
foreign service information of- 
ficer for USIA, where he has 
worked for 12 years. He serv- 
ed in South Vietnam from 
1969 to 1971 and also spent 
time In West Germany. 



NEW DELHI, Feb. 1 (R). — Student? threw stones and sandals 
at the platform when former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi ad- 
dressed a meeting in. the south Indian State of Karnataka yea- 
terday and later stoned her car, the Samachar news agency rep- 
orted. Mrs. Gandhi, who leads one wing of the divided opposi- 
tion Congress Party, is on an election campaign tour in Karna- 
taka, one of fire states that will hold elections next month. The 
incidents occurred at Tiptnr, about 130 kms. from Bangalore. 
Samachar said about 200 students tried vainly to disrupt tire 
meeting but Mrs. Gandhi’s supporters countered their efforts. 
The stones thrown at her car damaged the windscreen and win- 
dows, but Mrs. Gandhi and others in the car were unhurt 

Cairo court jails 15 Moslem extremists 

CAIRO, Feb. Z (AP). — Fifteen persons were sentenced yester- 
day to prison terms ranging from two years to six months for 
belonging to a fanatical clandestine Moslem organisation plan- 
ning to overthrow President Anwar Sadat's secular regime. An- 
other 67 were acquitted. Twenty-five members of the organisa- 
tion received sentences last November ranging from death to 
life imprisonment terms for the kidnap-murder of a former 
cabinet minister last July. No date has been set for the execu- 
tions. The accused were among 204 persons, including 24 worn®# 
arrested following the murder of Sheikh M ohamma d A1 Zababi, 
a former Minister of Religious Endowments who campaigned 
against the group. 

Moscow denies making new kffler germs 

MOSCOW, Feb. I (R). — The Soviet Union yesterday issued a 
strong denial of a Brussels report that its military scientists 
were developing new strains of killer viruses and! microbes. The 
report, issued on Monday by Reuters quoting Western inteDlg* 
ence sources, was described by toe Soviet government news 
agency Tass as a "crude and vicious fabrication.” Tass said the 
report was so absurd it could well be ignored. The Soviet ag- 
ency said such stories could be regarded only as "attempts to 
justify the military buildup by the Western countries and the 
plans to manufacture and use the neutron, bomb. “It is well 
known that the Soviet Union. ... has signed the convention but 
ning the development, manufa cture *nd stockpiling of bacter- 
iological, biological and toxin weapons,” it sakL 

Soweto’s school strike continues 

JOHANNESBURG, Feb. 1 (AP). — Most secondary schools fo 
the Mack township of Soweto were deserted today, the first day 
of school, as students kept their pledge to continue boycotting 
classes nnt3 the government abolishes separate education W 
blades. Three high schools of toe 40 in Soweto reported a feir 
number of pupils present but there were no teachers. 

W. German gun chosen for main U.S. tank 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 (R). — The United States announced 
yesterday that ft has chosen a West German gun over British 
and American weapons for use cm Its new XM-1 tax*. Army 
Secretary Clifford Alexander told a Pentagon press conference 
he would advise Congress that while the TLS. 105mm gun was 
adequate now, the larger 120mm German design provided a 
"significant advantage” against advanced armour. The German- 
designed guns would be manufactured In the U.S. under licence 
The army secretary said that with successful d ev e l opment Ger- 
man. guns could be placed on XM-I tanks by 1984. Severe* 
thousa n d XM-ls with the smaller U.S. gun will have been p rodoo- 
ed by then, be said. 
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